
by JENNIFER HARTZELL

On Earth Day, which is Sat-
urday, April 22, this year, 
the Bay Village Green 

Team will be hosting two events in 
the Bay Village Police Station park-
ing lot: a Habitat for Humanity col-
lection from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., and a 
shredding day from 9 a.m.-noon.

The Habitat for Human-
ity ReStore collects new, used and 
reclaimed building materials, fur-
niture, appliances, landscaping 
and more. Please bring unwanted 
appliances (both large and small), 
plumbing, cabinets, doors, elec-
tronics, flooring, windows, furni-
ture, paint, lighting, lumber and 
tools to the Bay Village Police Sta-
tion on April 22 between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. There are items that 
are NOT accepted at this drop-off, 
including clothing, mattresses, 
hazardous material, torn or heavily 
damaged furniture, opened paint 
or unframed glass. For a complete 
listing of items that are and are not 
accepted, please visit cleveland-
habitat.org/restore/donations.

The Bay Village Green Team 
is also hosting a shredding day at 
the same location, between the 
hours of 9 a.m.-noon. 
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 » See BOATING page 8

Bay Village firefighters taught students about fire safety and let 
them experience the heft and importance of their firefighting gear.

Could the Tribe 
really be better 
than last year?

 » See EARTH DAY page 4
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Ariana Curran of Bay Village shows off her bunny basket at last year’s Westlake 
City Easter Egg Hunt. This year’s event will take place April 8 starting at 1 p.m. 
on the grounds of the Westlake Recreation Center. See story on page 4.

It’s Easter 
egg time!

SPORTING VIEWS

by JEFF BING

Opening Day in the Major Leagues 
has finally arrived. We can now get 
down to the business of enjoying 

Indians games that count. While discuss-
ing (with some friends at work) this year’s 
Tribe and how they compare to the 2016 
version, a co-worker said I made it sound 
like the 2017 version will be far superior to 
last year’s almost-champion.

So let’s take a look at the infield for 
2017 version (or at least what I presume 
it to be).

First base: Edwin Encarnacion has 
to be considered – at the very worst – as 
good as the departed Mike Napoli. But 
Edwin shall be platooning with Carlos 
Santana, whom I can’t see duplicating his 
2016 season. Regardless, Encarnacion is 
an upgrade, and even if Carlos slips a bit 
as anticipated, the worst I see is a wash, 
because Encarnacion is the real deal, 
folks. But I truly think overall production 
at first will be a plus over last season.

 » See INDIANS page 2

Celebrating 
Earth Day 
in Bay!

THE GREEN REPORT

Bay students learn 
about health, wellness
by KAREN DERBY

Bay Middle School 
students learned 
from the experts 

last week about nutrition, 
healthy life choices, inter-
net safety, CPR, fitness 
and many other aspects 
important to living a long 
and healthy life.

Bay Village Schools 
nurse, Chanda Wall, 
organized the Health 
and Wellness Day. “Some 

of the topics here are 
not addressed in the 
classroom, and even 
for those that are, it is 
always good to have stu-
dents exposed to healthy 
behaviors through differ-
ent venues,” she said. She 
hopes the information 
sparks good discussions 
at home and guides those 
who might be having 
health issues in the right 
direction.

Westlake Council 
of PTAs honors 
its Founders’ Day 
award winners
by MARY ESSIG

Westlake Council of PTAs recently 
held its annual PTA Founders’ 
Day dinner and awards cer-

emony at Wagner’s of Westlake. 
Each February, PTA units across 

the country celebrate the founding of 
PTA over 100 years ago, and honor the 
contributions of those who enrich our 
students’ experiences and are dedicated 
to the PTA mission. Westlake Council’s 
Founders’ Day event recognizes the 
many people who contribute to making 
a difference for our students and schools 
in Westlake by presenting three types of 
awards, all of which are decided based 
on nominations from the school and 
PTA community.

 » See PTAs page 6  » See HEALTH page 4
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 

community newspaper and website written by,  for 

and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  

providing perspectives and information about topics and 

events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 

Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 

the community through citizen participation of the 800+ 

community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 

residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 
• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources and list the 
photographer of photos.

• Don’t use stories to promote a business – that’s what 
ads are for.

• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 
wbvobserver.com.

• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics, content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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PART-TIME SALES REP
Love the Observer? You can help us grow! 

We’re looking for a friendly, community-minded individual who wants to make extra income while 
promoting the Observer to local businesses.

Set your own schedule; work at your own pace.
Experience a plus, but not a requirement. 

Work with nice people and help support the most popular newspaper in Westlake and Bay Village!

Interested? Send us an email at: staff@wbvobserver.com

Second base: This position will be kind 
of convoluted, at least at the beginning, 
since the regular, Jason Kipnis, is out with 
rotator cuff issues (and don’t be surprised if 
it is a problem all year – I once experienced 
a “minor” tear and it took forever to heal). 

Although Kipnis’ leadership will be 
missed, he’s not exactly being replaced 
with chopped liver. Jose Ramirez is moving 
over from third to play second while Kipnis 
is on the mend, and Ramirez led the team 
with a .312 batting average last year. Can 
Ramirez do it again? I think he will be at 
least adequate offensively, and he is supe-
rior to Kipnis in defensive ability. So I will 
call this a wash. However, when Kipnis 
does return, I don’t look for him to play as 
well as last year, as I think the injury will 
most likely hamper Jason all season. So 
overall, I see second base being a slight 
step backward.

Shortstop: Barring injury or some 
other unforeseen catastrophe, the Indians 
should be set here for the next dozen years 
or so. What a player! If Francisco Lindor 
comes close to duplicating last season, 
it will be a success. He’s raised the bar so 
high, it’s difficult to see him doing much 
more than what he accomplished last year. 
On the other hand, he is still a kid. Let’s call 
this “even” and I’d be thrilled with that. 

Right about now Cooperstown should be 
deciding where they’re going to build the 
Francisco Lindor wing. He’s that good.

Third base: Here’s the biggest ques-
tion mark in the infield. Deciding to go 
with a rookie – Yandy Diaz – totally sur-
prised me. The man swings a potent stick, 
but his defense can – and probably will – 
cost the team a game here or there. I have 
to trust Francona on this one though, 
because his decisions over the past four 
years have been exemplary. I have to 
assume that Tito figures if Yandy can’t 
handle third while Jose fills in at second, 
we have plenty of other guys who can field 
but not really hit much. Since Ramirez was 
so good last year at third, you have to look 
at this position as a step back from last 
year, but Diaz could make me sing a dif-
ferent tune very fast.

Catcher: I have had this gut feeling 
(but maybe it’s from my gall bladder sur-
gery) that Yan Gomes will have an awe-
some comeback year. Since we didn’t get 
much overall offensively from the catch-
ers last year, there is nowhere to go but 
up. That’s not to discount their collective 
abilities to call a game and play good 
defense, but you throw a competent bat 
in at catcher and offensively the lineup 
has few holes. 

How ‘bout next issue we look at the 
outfield and the pitching? Until then, let’s 
“Play ball!” 

INDIANS from front page

by CONDA BOYD

State Rep. Nathan Manning (R-Dis-
trict 55), chair of the House Crimi-
nal Justice Committee, joined Rep. 

Dave Greenspan (R-District 16) for a 
roundtable discussion at Bay Library on 
March 20.  Rep. Manning talked about 
legislation before his committee and 
answered questions from an audience 
of five local officials and seven citizens.
Legislation

Examples included:
• HB30 – Add prison term if permanently 

disable victim
• HB38 – Increase penalty for murder or 

assault of certain persons
• HB56 – Expunge criminal record if 

caused by human trafficking
• HB63 – Add prison term if disfigure or 

incapacitate victim
• HB81 – Prohibit death sentence if have 

serious mental illness
• HB95 – Enhance penalty for moving 

violations while distracted
• HB109 – Increase penalty if offend 

against elderly or disabled

Some bills are introduced in 
response to specific cases. Rep. Man-
ning acknowledged that this can result 
in overly complex laws. Moreover, some 
argue that judges already have discre-
tion to impose a range of penalties to 
fit a crime. Another philosophical ques-
tion is whether to increase the penalty 
for a crime, or the level of the crime – 
for example, whether a misdemeanor 
should be a felony, or a misdemeanor in 
a higher degree.

The last General Assembly started 
to recodify Ohio’s criminal laws. The 
commission report is expected out in 
the next several months and may be 
broken into two sets of recommenda-
tions: clarifications and changes in 
substance.
Prisons

Ohio is fourth in the country in 
prison population, and first in the 
number of people on probation. The 
state’s jails and prisons are about 11,000 
over their 50,000-person capacity. Beds 
are simply added to existing cells in 
order to accommodate new prisoners. 
This presents dangers for both inmates 
and guards.

Including administrative costs, 
each prisoner costs Cuyahoga County 
$85-$100 a day. Edward Kraus, Direc-
tor of Regional Collaboration and a 
former prosecutor, noted that with the 
help of an Arnold Foundation grant, 
the county wants to shift bail to a risk-

based assessment, so that defendants 
likely to flee or do harm are retained, 
while low-risk individuals can return 
to the community and their jobs while 
awaiting trial.

There is currently no legislative 
measure to privatize prisons.
Opiate Crisis

After the biennial budget has 
passed, a task force will be constituted 
to address the opiate crisis. Possible 
measures include education, treatment, 
inpatient admission, medication and 
establishing regional detox centers. Rep. 
Greenspan noted that it is an economic 
as well as a human problem: if busi-
nesses cannot find job applicants who 
can pass a drug test, they will not locate 
in or move to Ohio.
Other Issues

Fairview Park Police Chief Erich 
Upperman discussed the need to help 
fund MARCS radios, especially for 
smaller safety departments that have 
already been hit with reductions in 
local government funding. The relative 
efficacy of enhancing suicide preven-
tion programs versus adding fencing 
to bridges was also discussed.
Next Roundtables

Rep. Greenspan plans to hold dis-
cussions featuring issues before each 
of the Ohio House’s standing commit-
tees at 10 a.m. on Mondays. Next up: 
State & Local Government Issues, April 
10 at the Fairview Park Library. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Greenspan holds 
roundtable on 
criminal justice

FROM THE PUBLISHERS

A note about 
paper distribution

It has recently come to our 
attention that full stacks of Observer 
issues were taken from one of our 
established distribution points in 
the community. While this was just 
independently confirmed, our verified 
audits suggest it has been going on in 
several locations for some time.

The Observer is a free community 
newspaper, and occasionally readers 
will take more than one copy, par-
ticularly if a volunteer writer or reader 
wants to share copies with family and 
friends. That is normal and encour-
aged – the Observer is a paper that 
is meant to be enjoyed and shared.

Our objective is to provide good 
news to as many readers as possible. 
That is why we are asking you to let 
us know if you are not finding the 
Observer in your favorite locations. 
Call us at 440-409-0114 and we will 
re-double our efforts to ensure that 
the paper is available to all who seek 
it out.

The Observer takes great pride 
in the civic-minded volunteers of all 
ages that participate in the paper, 
sharing the good news, great people 
and interesting events in our cities. 
We are grateful to the community 
businesses that offer to serve as dis-
tribution points, and to our loyal read-
ers and advertisers for their support.

Sincerely,
Denny and Tara Wendell
Publishers
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 800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.orgNORTHERN OHIO’S HOSPICE OF CHOICE

You’ve relied on dad 
since you wore your 
own tutu. Now it’s his 
turn to rely on you.

APRIL 16 IS NATIONAL HEALTHCARE DECISIONS DAY.  

Ask your dad if he’s completed a living will and 

healthcare power of attorney. Talk about his 

healthcare choices. Ask about the hard stuff. Talk 

about compassionate options. 

Tell him his choices matter to you, his granddaughter 

and your whole family. Then fill out the simple 

documents together. Hospice of the Western Reserve 

is here to help. Find videos, printable downloads and 

resources at hospicewr.org/decisions. 

March Madness hits Westlake
by JIM DISPIRITO

March Madness 
invaded the West-
lake Recreation 

Center! Thursday, March 
23, and Saturday, March 25, 
saw over 100 teams in grades 
3-8 participate in the annual 
basketball event. Teams 
from all over the area came 
to showcase their talents on 
the hardwood court. 

On Thursday night, 38 
girls teams with names such 
as the Hot Shots, Beastly 
Ballers, Ninja Ballers and 
Storm Squad caught the 
March Madness Fever. The 
winners of the girls division 
were: Crazy Cavs (grades 
3/4), 4K (grades 5/6), and The 
Older 4K (grades 7/8).

Over 60 boys teams 
stormed the hardwood on 
Saturday. Teams like The Lane, 
C-Town Swish and Shamrock 
Shake started things off for the 
third and fourth grade boys at 
8:30 a.m. Other teams like Legit 
Ballers, West Side Savages and 
Dunkin Demons followed suit. 
The winners of the daylong 
boys tournament were: Just 
Ballers (grades 3/4), Dunkin 
Demons (grades 5/6), and the 

Swat Team (grades 7/8).
The winning girls and 

boys teams walked away with 
T-shirts and bragging rights 
for the year.

The tournament is open 
to any and all players from 
around the area. Each roster 
may have up to four players 
on it with three playing at a 
time. Each game is played to 

15 points or a 15-minute time 
limit. At any given time there 
are as many as eight games 
going on at once inside the 
Westlake Recreation Center’s 
gym. Each year the tourna-
ment tries to play as close to 
St. Patrick’s Day as possible, so 
mark down that date and start 
thinking up those cool team 
names! 
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Girls basketball teams compete in the annual Westlake 
Recreation Center basketball tournament.

WESTLAKE RECREATION DEPARTMENT

by DEBBIE LOIACONO

“Libraries Transform,” 
a national public 
awareness  cam-

paign, highlights the criti-
cal role libraries play in the 
digital age. For education, 
jobs or lifelong learning, the 
resources at your library can 
transform your life.

In celebration of National 
Library Week, Westlake Porter 
Public Library will host two 
very special authors. On Tues-
day, April 11, at 7:00 p.m., meet 
Cleveland Heights author Tricia 
Springstubb, writer of popu-
lar children’s books including 
“Every Single Second” and 
“Moonpenny Island.” When 
Tricia was in her late 20s, she 
began wanting not only to read 
stories, but to live inside them. 
She started to write her own 
stories with a dream in mind, 
to nurture and inspire children 
to become lifelong readers. We 
are so pleased to present this 
delightful children’s author as 
she discusses her journey to 
becoming a writer.

Cleveland author James 

Renner visits on Thursday, April 
13, at 7:00 p.m. As a reporter for 
Cleveland Scene, James uncov-
ered new clues in the cold-case 
murder of Amy Mihaljevic. 
A tenacious journalist, he 
spent months researching the 
Amanda Berry and Gina DeJe-
sus abductions. In addition to 
true crime, James has also writ-
ten two novels, “The Man from 
Primrose Lane” and “The Great 
Forgetting.” His presentation 
will focus on fiction. The novels 
begin as mysteries, then segue 
into science-fiction stories. 
Rumor has it there is interest 
from Hollywood in turning his 
book, “The Man From Primrose 
Lane,” into a movie or televi-
sion series. We look forward to 
learning more about the craft of 
writing from this “shamelessly 
entertaining” and accom-
plished author.

We very much hope that 
you will visit Westlake Porter 
Public Library in April in cel-
ebration of National Library 
Week. This month and every 
day of the year, your library is 
here for you. See for yourself 
how libraries transform. 

Porter Library 
celebrates National 
Library Week, April 9-15
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It is free of charge 
and there is no limit on 
the amount of boxes of 
papers you can bring to 
shred, and it is encour-
aged that you let your 
family and friends in 
neighboring communi-
ties, and even local busi-
nesses, know about this 
opportunity. Please make 
sure there are no bind-
ers, metal hanging files 
or large metal clips in 
the material. Cardboard 
is also accepted; it will 
be taken to a facility for 
recycling.

It is environmentally 
responsible to take part 
in the shredding day if 
you need sensitive docu-
ments destroyed, as it is all 
recycled. When you shred 
documents at home, they 
are not recyclable curb-
side and must be dis-
carded with trash. If you 
are not able to attend on 
April 22, please know that 
the UPS Store will shred 

(and recycle) documents 
for you. For both the Habi-
tat and shredding collec-
tions, the Green Team is 
looking for volunteers. 
High school students are 
welcome, and this will 
count toward community 
service hours. Please con-
tact Laura Crabb at 440-
823-2750 if you would like 
to volunteer.

The shredding day is 
made possible by a grant 
awarded to the City of Bay 
Village by the Cuyahoga 
County Solid Waste Dis-
trict, as well as a dona-
tion from Creative Wealth 
Associates.

The Bay Village 
Green Team is also par-
ticipating in a Spring 
Waterways cleanup on 
Saturday, May 27. This 
event is co-sponsored 
by the City of Bay Village 
and Bay High School’s 
Project Earth Club with 
support from the Bay 
Village Foundation. Vol-

unteers will pick 
up trash along the 
Cahoon Creek, Bay 
Boat Club, Porter 
Creek, and the 
Lake Erie water-
front. After winter, 
there is always a 
lot of trash to be 
collected, and it’s 
important to do so 
before it gets out 
into Lake Erie. If 
you plan to volun-
teer, please dress 
for the weather 
and make sure you 
wear shoes that 
you don’t mind 
getting muddy. The 
meeting time and 
location have yet 
to be announced, 
so please check the 
Observer or bay-
villagegreenteam.org for 
updates.

Lastly, I can’t write 
a column about Earth 
Day without mention-
ing EarthFest, put on by 
the Earth Day Coalition. 
EarthFest will be held on 
April 22, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., 

at the Cuyahoga County 
Fairgrounds. There will 
be activities and exhib-
its, as well as music and 
food trucks. Guaranteed 
to be a good time for the 
whole family! Check out 
earthdaycoalition.org for 
more details.

Please make sure 
you celebrate the Earth 
this Earth Day! Along 
with the activit ies 
above, there are plenty 
of things you can do 
on your own, such as 
picking up trash in your 
neighborhood and as 

you go about your day. 
This helps prevent plas-
tics from getting into 
the sewer system and 
out into the lake, so you 
can essentially perform 
a beach cleanup every-
day on your own! Happy 
Earth Day, everyone! 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Requires client approval ©2017 WBVO

Private Piano Instruction
Joseph Anthony
Masters Degree in Piano Performance
Hartt College of Music, University of Hartford

Providing the finest training 
leading to mastery of the instrument

20+ years in teaching and 
performance

Now accepting additional students
Beginners • Intermediate • Advanced
Children • Teens • Adults

(440) 915-3251

EARTH DAY from front page

On April 22 the Bay Village Green Team will be hosting two events in the Bay 
Village Police Station parking lot: a Habitat for Humanity collection from 9 a.m.-
3 p.m., and a shredding day from 9 a.m.-noon. This file photo shows the types of 
items collected in the past.
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27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

Ken Hehnen and Rich 
Mecklenburg, paramedics and 
CPR instructors from Univer-
sity Hospitals and Mercy Medi-
cal Service Training Institute, 
helped students experience 
compression-only CPR. “There 
are three steps,” said Hehnen. 
“Scene is safe, call 911, get down 
to the chest and begin immedi-
ate chest compression. This 
is known to have saved many 
lives.” Hehnen said that after 
introducing students to the 
process and letting them use 
the compression dummies, they 
encourage them to take avail-
able full-blown CPR training 
available at University Hospitals 
and St. John Medical Center.

Barb Baird with the Nord 
Center wanted students to be 
aware of help available for a 

variety of mental health issues 
via a 24/7 emergency/crisis help 
line. “We now have information 
on the new texting crisis hotline 
available to anyone in Ohio. With 
the younger generation, espe-
cially, they’re more inclined to 
text than to pick up a phone and 
call if they need some help. So 
we’re trying to distribute some 
information on that, as well.”

Cheryll McCarty, Bay Vil-
lage PTA Council president, 
was offering healthy snacks on 
behalf of moms everywhere 
who want to see their children 
make healthier food choices. 
“I’d love to see this expand to all 
our schools and community,” 
she said, noting that many PTA 
members were on hand to help 
organize the prizes students 
could win by visiting more 
exhibits.

Two dozen exhibitors took 
part in the event, including the 
American Diabetes Associa-

tion, Associates in Dermatol-
ogy, Barnes & Noble, Bay Family 
Services, Bay Middle School 
PTA, Bay Village police and fire 
departments, Cleveland Found-
ry (rowing), Cuyahoga County 
Board of Health, Epilepsy Foun-
dation, the FBI, Gathering Place, 
Dr. Nick Gravino and Associates, 
Healthy Smile with Dr. Edelstein 
and team Heinen’s, LifeBanc, 
Nord Center, Perfect Fit Health 
Club, Robeks of Westlake, Uni-
versity Hospitals (UH) CPR 
education, UH outreach, UH 
nutrition, UH sports institute, 
and Walgreens.

“Involving kids with cre-
ative, hands-on experience, 
and engaging them in some of 
these health fair activities, really 
allows them to see the benefits 
of healthy behaviors first-hand,” 
Wall said. “The information is 
more likely to stick with them 
during these critical years of 
their lives.” 

HEALTH               
from front page

Westlake’s Easter Egg 
Hunt set for April 8
by AL PSOTA

The Westlake Town Criers 
announce this year’s 
Westlake City Easter Egg 

Hunt and Candy Scramble will 
again be held at the Westlake 
Recreation Center, 28955 Hill-
iard Blvd., on Saturday, April 8.

There will be two candy 
scrambles: the first at 1:00 p.m. 
for ages 4 through 6, and the 
second at 1:30 p.m. for ages 
7 through 10. At these times 
the children will scramble for 
wrapped candy and also for 
special eggs redeemable for 
stuffed animals. For children 
age 3 and under, there is a non-
competitive Easter Egg Hunt 
where the child hunts for plas-

tic eggs that are redeemed for 
candy and prizes.

There will also be live, six-
foot-tall Easter Bunnies avail-
able for pictures, in addition to 
refreshments and face painting 
courtesy of the Westlake High 
School National Honor Society. 

The hunts are held at 
the outdoor playground area. 
Come early as the hunts start 
promptly and parking is lim-
ited.

This event is sponsored by 
the Westlake Town Criers with 
support from the Westlake 
Giant Eagle and the Westlake 
Recreation and Service Depart-
ments.

There is no charge and a 
great time is had by all. 



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER •  4 APRIL 2017 5

by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

Three outstanding musicians 
will provide a gourmet serv-
ing of jazz at the Westlake-

Westshore Arts Council’s Jazz 
Brunch on Sunday, April 23, from 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Westwood 
Country Club in Rocky River. In 
addition to fine food, guests will 
be treated to the blended sounds 
of the bass by Ann Gilbert, piano by 
Dan Maier, and drums/percussion 
by Bill Marx.

Condensing the musical pro-
files of these exceptional musicians, 
does not diminish their weight. 
Gilbert is the principal bassist with 
Cleveland Pops, Akron Symphony 
and Blue Water Chamber Orches-
tra. Maier is a former member of 
Blood Sweat and Tears and is cur-
rently a member of the North Coast 
Jazz Collective. Marx, who has his 
own jazz ensemble, plays in area big 
bands, local orchestras and Brazil-
ian ensembles.

The April 23 brunch may draw some groupies 
from the May 2016 standing-room-only audience 
that attended “Bass Extravaganza” by Ann Gilbert 
and “friends” at Westlake Porter Public Library. At 
that program, presented by the WWAC, Gilbert’s 
“friends” included Maier and Marx. The overflow 
audience was riveted through the mix of music 
and a multi-faceted trip which included “Take the 
‘A’ Train” by Billy Srayhorn and “Effendi” by McCoy 
Tyner. The audience spontaneously responded 

with a standing ovation.
That premier performance gave birth to the 

upcoming Jazz Brunch, which will benefit the 
WWAC’s scholarship fund. The WWAC invites one 
and all to experience this great music in a fun gath-
ering while supporting scholarships to help the 
next generation to pursue their areas of interest.

Tickets for Jazz Brunch are $35. The event will 
feature a cash bar, silent and Chinese actions, and 
a 50/50 raffle. For more information call 440-250-
5565 or go to w-wac.org. 

WITH GENERAC AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

GeneratorPros
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

SPRING STORMS = NO POWER

YOU CAN CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER COMES ON!

“Area’s
Leading” GENERAC “ELITE POWER PRO” Warranty Dealer & Installer!

“Over 1,400 Systems Installed!”

UNITS IN STOCK NOW! 
INSTALLATION IN ONE DAY!!

 www.GeneratorPros.com

GeneratorPros.com
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

877-423-9010

Area’s Leading and Only

Family Owned & Operated Dealer

America’s #1 Selling Generator

HOME or BUSINESS 
Standby Generator Systems
for AUTOMATIC BACKUP 

POWER PROTECTION
24 hours a day / 7 days a week
PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 

on Natural Gas or Propane

“OVER 3,500 Systems Installed!”

30 years Experience
               “Do what I did 

               and call 
Generac’s ONLY Family 
owned and operated 
Dealer for 30 Years”

                  Don Webster

A+

Register Now
Classes begin May 30, June 12 and July 3

Where futures begin SM

www.tri-c.edu/summer

17-1176

Tri-C has the lowest tuition in Northeast Ohio so you can earn college  
credits and save money this summer. Credits transfer seamlessly to  
four-year colleges and universities.

Be SMART
for SUMMER

With the drums of Bill Marx in the foreground, Ann Gilbert 
plays bass and Dan Maier piano to an overflow audience 
in 2016.

Jazz is main course at WWAC brunch
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WESTLAKE-WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL

by ERIC EAKIN

Laura Colagiovanni has 
been selected to receive 
the Bay Village Histori-

cal Society’s scholarship for 
2017. Colagiovanni is the 
daughter of Chris and Joy.

Colagiovanni is a member 
of the National Honor Society 
and Key Club, having served 
as that organization’s Ohio 
District Governor during 
her junior year. She also was 
honored for giving the most 
service hours to the Bay Key 
Club during 2014 and 2015.

An honor roll student her 
entire high school career, she 
also was a member of the a 
capella choir, yearbook staff, 
and was a junior varsity cheer-
leader.

Colagiovanni will be 
attending The Ohio State 
University as a public affairs 
major on a pre-law track in the 
John Glenn College. She hopes 
to eventually find employ-
ment with an organization 
similar to Amnesty Interna-
tional, Human Rights Watch 
or UNICEF, she said.

“It is an honor to be 

selected by the Bay Village 
Historical Society to receive 
this scholarship. I am incred-
ibly grateful for the eager 
investments our community 
members make in the educa-
tion of graduating students 
and I hope to appropriately 
give back to the place that 
has profoundly impacted my 
life. It is undeniable that the 
overwhelming generosity and 
philanthropic spirit within the 
community is deeply rooted 
in our history and is clearly 
seen through such scholar-
ships. Bay Village, my one 
and only home, has allowed 
me to meet individuals who 
have challenged me to grow 
in character and develop skills 
that I hope to utilize to con-
stantly better communities 
such as ours.” 

Colagiovanni earns 
BVHS scholarship

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Laura Colagiovanni
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by JOHN RINEHART

Dover Congregational UCC will 
welcome Isam Zaiem to the 
Sacred Conversations series on 

Sunday, March 12, at 7:00 p.m. Isam 
is the Board President Emeritus of the 
Cleveland and Northeast Ohio chapter 
of the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR) and will share with 
us how it is to be a Muslim in America 
these days.

A lot has happened since Isam 
joined the members of Dover last year 

in conversations about Abraham, our 
common religious father, and since 
we prayed with him in the Islamic 
Center mosque. 

Wars continue in the Middle East. 
ISEL continues its attacks on civil-
ians in cities that used to be centers 
of civilization, some even mentioned 
in the Bible. The headlines have car-
ried news of terrorist attacks in major 
European cities, the latest an attack in 
London.

Millions of people have fled 
the wars that surround them. Most 

are crowded like cattle into refugee 
camps. Many have braved the Medi-
terranean waters to cross into Europe 
creating political crises in France, 
England, the Netherlands, Turkey, 
Spain, Italy, and even Germany. Too 
many have died seeking a better life. 
Britain voted to leave the European 
Union, additional nations are consid-
ering following the same path. The 
politics to close national borders has 
gained strength in Europe and now 
the United States.

Our president has made two 
attempts to close the doors to immi-
grants from six nations and to tighten 
our borders to several other nations, 
including Mexico, with the promise to 
build a wall to protect our southern 
border.

Mosques have been defaced and 
damaged by fire and bombs. Muslims 
have been denounced, attacked, even 

killed on the streets of America. Some 
“talking heads” have characterized 
Muslims as terrorists. A Maryland 
high school girl was forbidden to play 
with her basketball team during a 
district tournament because she wore 
a hijab. Imagine, if you can, fearing 
to attend church or temple on your 
Sabbath day, or having to establish 
24/7 security to protect your church 
or synagogue, or fearing to wear a 
cross as a sign of your Christian faith. 
Imagine Christianity being named as 
a terrorist organization.

You are invited to join the Sacred 
Conversation at Dover to learn more 
and to show support for fellow citi-
zens who are fellow descendants of 
Abraham. Dover Congregational UCC 
is located at 2239 Dover Center Road 
in Westlake. Any questions, please 
call Keith Stuart, Dover pastor, at 
440-871-1050. 

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New patients Welcome!
Emergencies Welcome!

Offering exceptional care for you and your family.

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Haitham Wehbe, DMD 

join our practice.

Call us for an appointment today.

Dover Congregational UCC to 
host conversation on the Muslim 
experience in America

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

Each of the nine PTA units 
in Westlake chooses one hon-
oree to receive the Ohio PTA 
Achievement Award at the 
Founders’ Day dinner. The Ohio 
PTA Achievement Award is the 
highest honor a PTA can bestow 
on an individual and is usually 
awarded to someone who has 
given outstanding service to chil-
dren and youth either at school 
or in the Westlake community 
at-large. 

The recipients of West-
lake’s 2017 Ohio PTA Achieve-
ment Awards are: Marie Novak, 
Westlake Early Childhood PTA; 
Amanda Miller, Bassett Elemen-
tary PTA; Cathleen Augustine, 
Dover Elementary PTA; Kristen 
Pugh, Hilliard Elementary PTA; 
Mimi Verdone, Holly Lane Ele-
mentary PTA; Kerry Brickman, 
Dover Intermediate School PTA; 
Janine Finucane, Lee Burneson 
Middle School PTA; Karen Ryan, 
Westlake High School PTSA; Pete 
Zagray, Westlake Council of PTAs.

The second recognition, the 
Helping Hands Award, is given 
to a PTA member who has made 
a positive impact on the lives of 
children, and has participated 
in activities involving our chil-

dren and youth. The 
recipient of this award 
promotes the welfare 
of children and youth 
in home, school and 
community. One award 
is given from Westlake 
Council of PTAs, rep-
resenting all Westlake 
PTA units. This year’s 
Helping Hands Award 
recipient is Delicia 
Ostrowski.

Mrs. Ostrowski has 
filled many roles within 
Westlake’s various PTA 
units over the years, 
enthusiastically lead-
ing units as their presi-
dent and co-chairing 
Westlake Council’s 
annual Dollars for 
Scholars fundraiser. 
She is also active with 
Westlake’s youth foot-
ball program, leading 
efforts to rejuvenate 
the program.

The final recognition, the 
Outstanding District Educator 
Award, is presented to a certi-
fied educator for his/her active 
support in PTA, promoting 
parent/teacher cooperation in 
the education of children and 
youth, and outstanding service 

as an educator. One award is 
given from Westlake’s Council of 
PTAs, representing all Westlake 
PTA units, and Rebecca Kowal-
ski is the recipient of the 2017 
Outstanding District Educator 
Award.

As the gifted teacher at Bas-
sett Elementary School, Mrs. 
Kowalski continually exceeds 

expectations with students in 
the classroom, encouraging 
personal development of each 
student while challenging and 
encouraging them along the 
way. In addition, Mrs. Kowalski 
started a Math Club that includ-
ed 100 student participants 
the first year, and coordinates 
Invention Convention for Bas-

sett Elementary.
Westlake Council of PTAs 

consists of eight local PTAs 
organized under the authority 
of Ohio PTA for the purpose of 
promoting conference, com-
munications, leadership devel-
opment, and the coordination 
of the efforts of its member 
PTAs. 

PTAs from front page

Winners of Westlake Council of PTAs’ 2017 awards, front row: Rebecca Kowalski, Delicia Ostrowski, 
Pete Zagray, Karen Ryan and Cathleen Augustine; back row: Marie Novak, Amanda Miller, Kristen 
Pugh, Mimi Verdone, Kerry Brickman and Janine Finucane. 
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by LYDIA GADD

A hot topic in the world of 
continuing education is 
how to manage a multi-

generational work environment. 
Recently, in a leadership class, 
the young man seated next to 
me groaned when he heard 
that was going to be that day’s 
topic. He interpreted multigen-
erational work environment to 
be synonymous with millenial 
bashing. 

Not being a millenial, I was 
interested in hearing the infor-
mation from his perspective and 
thought he had a point, until I 
heard some baby boomer bash-

ing – and then felt a 
little defensive. One 
young man blamed 
the baby boomers for 
ruining our country, 
and expressed his 
viewpoint that these 
folks needed to stop 
being greedy and 
retire already, making 
room for the young 
to be in charge. Yes, 
the room was quite 
charged indeed.

But the point 
of these types of classes is not 
to bash others, or explain why 
one generation is better than 
another. Because that is not the 
case. Rather, it is to appreciate, 
and understand each other’s dif-
ferences because when we do, 
we enrich the experience.

The same holds true for 
intergenerational connections 
in the community. There is a 
great deal of research touting 
the benefits of intergenera-
tional activities. Children who 

are exposed to their elders’ 
wisdom and traditions, have 
a better sense self as well as 
perspective, roots and conti-
nuity. Older adults exposed to 
youth are able to expand their 
social networks and stay physi-
cally and mentally active, and 
improve their health outcomes. 
Communities benefit when all 
are engaged and feel included. 
Furthermore, age-related myths 
and stereotypes are dispelled. 
Opportunities to conquer social 
problems abound.

At the West-
lake Center 
for Commu-
nity Services, 
we have been 
working on 
creating inter-
g e n e ra t i o n a l 
e x p e r i e n c e s 
and opportuni-
ties. We have 
partnered with 
the Westlake 
Schools in dif-
ferent ways, and 

are also forging partnerships 
with our local colleges such as 
Tri-C. The most current offer-
ing with the schools is a Senior 
Citizen Appreciation Dinner 
scheduled at the high school on 
Tuesday, May 2. The high school 
students will be serving dinner 
as well as providing entertain-
ment. Tickets are $5 and are 
available at our center, as well 
as through Porter Library.

Let’s not forget the milleni-
als, after all, intergenerational 

doesn’t solely mean pairing chil-
dren with seniors. That’s why we 
have been very excited about 
our partnership with Hyland 
Software, a millenial-rich work-
place. Once a month we have 
a couple of Hyland employees 
come to our center to volunteer 
their time and expertise in pro-
viding one-on-one instruction 
to our seniors who have ques-
tions about how to use technol-
ogy (be it a smartphone, tablet, 
laptop, etc.). The instruction 
happens at our center on an 
appointment basis. As the expe-
rience has been mutually ben-
eficial, we are planning more, 
including a day of tours for our 
seniors at the Hyland facility.

Connecting generations 
makes sense. Together we are 
stronger. For more information 
about the Westlake Center for 
Community Services call us 
at 440-899-3544 or view our 
monthly newsletter at www.
cityofwestlake.org/157/com-
munity-services. 

O’Neill Healthcare memory support communities 
are designed for safety and comfort, and are staffed 
to care for individuals with cognitive impairments 
such as dementia, Alzheimer’s and memory loss. 

A personalized plan of care specific to each 
resident’s needs is developed based on past history, 
cognitive function and family input. 

The resident’s family also receives support, to 
learn about the disease process, how to cope with 
the various stages of cognitive disorders, and the 
changes they will witness in their loved one. 

For more information call (440) 808-5500 
or visit ONeillHC.com

Personalized memory care for seniors

BAY VILLAGE
FAIRVIEW PARK
LAKEWOOD
NORTH OLMSTED
NORTH RIDGEVILLE

by MARIA FESZ

At the FYI: Opera program at West-
lake Porter Public Library on 
March 28, five Cleveland Institute 

of Music voice students did a wonder-
ful job transporting the audience to dif-
ferent worlds in the opera scenes they 
performed.  Their voices were enhanced 
by the vocalists’ exceptional acting, 
especially in scenes with more than one 
person.

Daniel Fridley had great fun as Don 
Giovanni’s servant listing all the girls 
Don Giovanni had “conquered” in his 
book. Renée Richardson’s powerhouse 

of a voice gave Margarita’s torment extra 
emotion in a selection from “Mephisto-
pholes.” Coraine Tate wonderfully cap-
tured Gershwin’s bluesy jazz style in “My 
Man’s Gone Now” from “Porgy and Bess.” 
Jennifer Robbel reprised her role as the 
maid Despina from “Cosi fan Tutte” with 
a delightfully fun aria. Caroline Bergan’s 
emotion, coupled with her vocal control 
and dynamics in her aria, captivated the 
audience during her aria as Micaëla from 
“Carmen.”

John Simmons, CIM’s Scenes music 
director, provided perfect piano accom-
paniment for the young artists. CIM 
Opera’s artistic director David Bamberg-

er’s narration framed each scene, impart-
ing knowledge and drawing smiles.

The FYI: Opera program, which was 

described as “fabulous” by one attendee, 
was presented free to the public by the 
Westlake Westshore Arts Council. 

Five voices transport 
Porter Library audience

CIM students Coraine Tate, Jennifer Robble, Daniel Fridley, Renee Richardson 
and Caroline Bergan enjoy their audience’s enthusiastic applause.
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Appreciating 
generational 
differences

WESTLAKE CENTER
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The Westlake Center for Community Services’ 
Carnival Day volunteers spanned the generations.
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by TAK SATO

I had a little fun in the headline with the 
famous line from the “Star Wars” saga 
for an easy-to-remember “save the date” 

reminder for an upcoming event for our 
seniors, their families and friends.

Although the digital world, aka inter-
net or the cloud, makes it easy to look up 
information for any senior-centric services 
and products, meeting the actual represen-

tatives to ask questions and receive litera-
ture in person in the real world is always 
helpful. After all, a 2016 Pew Research 
Center survey showed that 36 percent of 
Americans over 65 years of age do not use 
the internet.

Modeled after a very successful Busi-
ness Expo in the Westshore area, our seniors 
will now have an “Expo” of their own! The 
Center for Aging in the Digital World, a local 
501(c)(3) nonprofit with a vision of “a world 
where everyone is digitally literate” is orga-
nizing their first annual Senior Expo on May 
4 (get it? May the Fourth!) from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Don Umerley Civic Center in 
Rocky River.

This is a free event for attendees so 
our seniors and their support system (i.e. 
family and friends) can meet exhibitors of 

senior-centric services and products under 
one roof. There will be demonstrations, 
door prizes and rest areas for seniors. All 
proceeds go to operate the nonprofit’s flag-
ship program “Discover Digital Literacy!”, 
a 10-week program free to participating 
seniors, who learn digital literacy using 
tablets. The “Discover Digital Literacy!” 
pilot program was successfully completed 
last December by graduating 12 seniors, 
ages 62 to 84, with newly acquired digital 
literacy skills.

Digital literacy is a new “life skill” 
necessary to live in the duality of the real 
world and the increasingly dominant digital 
world where information, entertainment, 
products and services are delivered to you 
through digital world interactions. Whether 
you are at home or out-and-about, a smart-

phone brings new meaning to the phrase, 
“information at your fingertips.”

“Star Wars” fans know about the “The 
Force” which has light and dark sides. How 
you empower and enrich your life through 
the digital world is the light side, while the 
nefarious entities trying to victimize you 
through email is utilizing the dark side of 
The Force. This is another reason why the 
Center for Aging in the Digital World teaches 
digital literacy with practical internet “street 
smarts” to use while enjoying the many 
benefits provided by the digital world.

Mely Sato, the group’s executive direc-
tor (also my wife), and yours truly hope that 
attendees will benefit from the senior-cen-
tric exhibitors under one roof at our Living 
in the Digital World Senior Expo on May 4! 
We hope to see you there. 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2016 WBVO

Westlake Animal Hospital offers a 
wide variety of veterinary services 
including minimally invasive surgeries. 
We are accepting new clients. 

We are American Animal Hospital Association 
(AAHA) accredited and offer an open door policy 
(you have the option to be present for all procedures). 
Westlake Animal Hospital offers evening and 
Saturday appointments for your convenience. 

27370 Center Ridge Road  • 440-835-3800 • website: westlakeah.com • email: WestlakeAH@aol.com 

Westlake animal Hospital

I have enjoyed repre-
senting the people of Ward 
1 for nearly 4 years and I am 
seeking re-election. I want 
to continue in the role for 
the following reasons: 
• Build on the email and 

social media communi-
cation I implemented. I 
love hearing from you 
and sharing what the city is working on.

• Continue fiscal responsibility and exemplary com-
munity services. I’m proud to have supported the 
textile recycling initiative; so far over 23 tons have 
been recycled, reducing landfill waste.

• Work with interested businesses to continue to 
expand and promote economic development. I 
look forward to seeing the finished product that 
replaces the trailer park.

• Advocate for further collaboration between the city 
and our schools. I attend School Board meetings to 
stay informed about the issues and the spending 
of our tax dollars.

• Be a voice and represent the needs of Ward 1 in 
conjunction with the city’s goals.

• Be a presence in the community at large to foster 
communication and responsiveness. You’ve seen me 
at city events, rec events, school events. All oppor-
tunities for you to talk to me about your concerns.

Westlake, the city we call home, does not just 
happen. We are successful when elected officials and 
city personnel work together with residents, employers 
and other community stakeholders to address needs, 
challenges and economic issues. I am the person to 
continue this successful relationship.

My proactive approach, consistent follow-up, 
attention to detail and my ability to consider all stake-
holders’ needs and roles has allowed me to contribute 
to the effective running of our city and needs of Ward 1.

I  have been married to Jeff for 25 years. We have 
three children: Paul, Julie, and Michelle. 

I am asking for your vote on May 2. 

I will make Westlake safe from 
conflicting loyalties. I am a self-
employed local attorney. My wife is 
a real estate agent. My children grew 
up in Westlake. I do not work for the 
Westlake School District or the City 
of Westlake.

The City Law Director John 
Wheeler will be retiring. His 20 years 
of experience as prosecutor and law 
director leaves a vacuum. Having an attorney next year on City 
Council will assist its decisions on land topics, zoning, contracts 
and litigation of the serious cases now filed against Westlake. 
The City of Westlake has engaged in negotiations with the 
Westlake School District to swap different large parcels of land 
and a building. The future will hold zoning variances, road and 
traffic signal modifications by the City of Westlake – with some 
conflicting interests. 

Westlake needs a safer new Community Center. If designed 
with resiliency principles the future Community Center could 
handle windstorms, tornadoes and ice storms. With backup 
generators and batteries, solar panels, and sliding window 
covers, and a covered walkway to the Recreation Center, it 
would serve as a refuge and temporary housing for those with 
a damaged house, or no power or the elderly. 

In 2005, I convinced the City Council to modify the plans 
for the Service Garage and the Recreation Center Addition 
for more energy efficiency. This saved Westlake money each 
day since then. Let’s also build a safe Community Center for a 
model community.

Make Westlake safer from heroin and fentanyl. I propose 
it implement what Gloucester, Massachusetts, does:
• An addict reaches out to the police department by walking 

into a station or approaching a policeman on the street.
• The addict turns over any drugs and paraphernalia and asks 

for addiction help.
• The department assigns that addict an “angel.” This is an 

on-call volunteer who immediately takes the addict to an 
emergency room to be assessed and given any necessary 
medical treatment.

• The addict works with his angel to enroll in treatment.
• The department makes no arrest and tracks the progress of 

the addict in treatment. 

My name is 
Duane Van Dyke 
and I am running 
for Westlake City 
Council, Ward 1. 
I grew up in Ward 
1 and returned 14 
years ago to raise 
my family here 
because of the 
high quality of life 
Westlake has to offer.

I want to ensure that it stays that way. 
Across Ohio, we see once thriving commu-
nities that are now struggling to compete. 
We are fortunate that Westlake is currently 
in a strong position because of vision and 
sound planning. However, trends in where 
we work, what people want in a home, and 
how we shop are changing. We should con-
sider updating our city’s master plan, with 
input from the community, so we remain 
competitive.

Implementing the recreation plan 
for the city will be an asset for current 
residents of all ages, as well as a tool for 
attracting new ones. Similarly, our free-
way entrances could become landscaped 
gateways that would set a welcoming tone 
for our whole city – good for both residents 
and businesses.

About me: I graduated from the West-
lake Schools and Miami University. I have 
been a small business owner for the past 19 
years and a registered Architect for 30 years. 
I am on the Westlake Planning Commission 
and on the Board of Heritage Ohio, and I am 
a past board member of the Westlake Porter 
Public Library.

I would appreciate the opportunity to 
represent Ward 1 on Council, and to help 
Westlake remain a vibrant community now 
and into the future. 

Meet the Candidates: Westlake City Council, Ward 1            
Westlake will hold a nonpartisan primary election on Tuesday, May 2. The only race on the ballot is for City Council Ward 1. The top two vote-getters from 
the three candidates below will move on to the general election on Nov. 7. Vote by mail and early voting began April 4.

Lynda Appel Duane Van DykeBrendan Delay

THE DIGITAL WORLD

May the Fourth 
be with you!
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by DIANA PI, M.D.

Who doesn’t know Miss Ruth?
At 86, she’s the reas-

suring voice that’s coaxed 
generations of Westlake toddlers to 
jump into the water. Recently, Ruth’s 
sciatica acted up again. The pain 
starts at her buttock and radiates to 
her ankle. It’s been months. When she 
wakes up, the pain could make her 
cry. There’s no rhyme or reason to 
how the pain catches during the day.

And this pain has landed her in a 
crossfire between specialists.

To start, her back MRI shows four 
levels of herniated discs among other 
unpronounceable, multi-syllabic 
findings. Her neurosurgeon offers 
surgery; her cardiologist says nobody 
pokes her because the drug she takes 
for an irregular heart rhythm may put 
her at an increased risk of bleeding.

She’s tripping over these MRI 
findings.

While I can’t (and shouldn’t) help 
with her decision making, I reassure 
her – the MRI findings needn’t be on 
her worry list.

The thing about MRI: It shows 
problems – almost always there are 
problems – but not necessarily prob-
lems in need of a solution.

A 2014 study published in the 
journal Spine, which looked at spine 
CT and MRI of 3,110 people who had 
no back pain (who are these freak-
ishly lucky people, anyway?), found 
that by age 20, over one-third have 
evidence of degenerative disc dis-
ease; by age 80, the rate is 96 percent. 

As doctors dig more and more 
into pain, we understand less and 
less. What’s clear: pain is more than 

what’s visible on MRI: the multi-level 
disc herniation, bone spurs, pinched 
nerves, calcified tendons, cracks or 
fissures – the results of usual wear 
and tear and the body’s compen-
sation and overcompensation for 
stress.

Pain is also what’s not visible on 
MRI: posture and back mechanics, 
genetic predisposition, old and new 
injuries, inflammation, occupational 
stress, mental stress, weight gain or 
loss, and physical conditioning. 

It follows that we have a hard 
time validating pain solely based on 
MRI findings; that is, people can have 
awful pain with relatively normal-
looking MRI or no pain with awful-
looking MRI. Approaching back pain 
based on MRI findings is like diag-
nosing an elephant by its trunk. Yes it 
helps to put a name to it, but there’s 
still the rest of the flapping-ear mam-
moth to deal with.

The good news: most sciatica 
resolves within one year. Interven-
tion or no intervention, the long-
term prognosis is similar.  

While contemplating her 
options, Miss Ruth stays active.

It’s 9 o’clock, she’s about to start 
her first swim lesson. Three times 
a week, she teaches for four hours 
straight, and, curiously, during those 
four hours, she’s completely pain-
free. Kids in shark-print shorts and 
tutu swimsuits form a loose circle 
around her. It’s been over 12 years 
since I sat and watched my own kids. 
It brings back such memories. One 
kid refuses to get in the water, about 
to start a nifty little nuclear tantrum. I 
look on fondly, thinking, “Thank God, 
for once, this one’s not mine!”  

by MARY KAY WILSON

The Bay Village Community Coun-
cil met on March 22 to share news 
and notes about their upcoming 

activities. Here are some of the high-
lights. 

American Legion Post #385 
announced its delegates for the Buckeye 
Boys and Girls State program for 2017. 
The Bay High School juniors are Connor 
Flynn, C J Hyland, Maggie Williams and 
Morgan Jackson. They will be part of a 
nine-day program that is an in-depth 
study of city, county and state govern-
ment, where campaigning is an impor-
tant part of the government process.   
Each delegate will have the opportunity 
to run for elected office in the simulated 
governments. The daily activities follow 
an intense schedule from early morning 
to late evening. In the fall the students 
will visit both the Legion and Kiwanis 
and tell of their experiences. The Bay 
Legion has been sponsoring these pro-
grams for over 40 years.

Bay Village Community Theater 
has begun their 2017 “All the World’s 
a Stage[d Reading]” series. Readings 
are planned for May, July, September, 
November and possibly December. 
They are expanding their Staged Read-
ing group and taking it to other venues 
besides their current sites: Mojo’s Coffee 
and O’Neill Healthcare Bay Village. If you 
are interested in their group performing 
a staged reading for you, contact John 
Hnat at jjhnat@sbcglobal.net.

Bay Village Historical Society is 
holding its 48th annual “Cahoon in June” 
fine crafts, collectibles and antiques 
event June 17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., in Cahoon 
Memorial Park. Again this year, the Bay 
Village Historical Society is partnering 
with other community organizations 
for “Destination Bay.” Transportation 
will run between venues. Admission to 
Cahoon in June is free. There will be a 
Civil War re-enactment in the park, and 
a display of antique cars, as well as musi-
cal entertainment. Culinary artisans 
from the Cleveland Culinary Launch 
Kitchen will have a presence, selling 
their Northeast Ohio-made products. 
There will also be food concessions. 
Interested community groups are invit-
ed to set up tables free of charge. They 
are also accepting vendor applications.  
Contact Cynthia Eakin at 216-213-0312 
to reserve a space. Proceeds from this 
event support the Rose Hill Museum, 
the Reuben Osborn Learning Center and 
student scholarships.

Bay Village Garden Club is in the 
process of planning spring plantings in 
the Village including an overhaul of the 
Gazebo garden beds.

Bay Village Foundation Grants 
Committee will meet April 6 to review 
the nine applications they received 
from 501(c)(3) organizations. Recom-
mendations on grants/amounts will be 
presented to the board and applicants 
will be notified of the Board’s decision by 
mid-April. Winners will be announced 
and checks will be awarded at the annual 
Memorial Day Service.

“Back to Bay’s Future,” a 1960’s 
themed evening of fun, will be held Sat-
urday, April 29, 6 p.m., at the Lakewood 
Country Club in Westlake. It is a fund-
raiser to benefit the restoration of the 
Bay Historic District in Cahoon Park – 
primarily the Community House. Ticket 
are $100 each and registration forms are 
available at City Hall. For information is 
available in the events calendar at cityof-
bayvillage.com.

Bay Village League of Women 
Voters is looking for volunteers to sell 
tickets and count money at Bay Days this 
year. If interested, contact Claire Bana-
siak, cekb51@gmail.com. The chapter 
now has a Facebook page, search under 
LWVBV.

Bay Village Library has just pub-
lished their Spring Program Guide For 
more details go to cuyahogalibrary.org. 
Highlights include: Celebrating Spring 
Break Week with something fun each 
afternoon for many families on stayca-
tion and Container Gardening with a 
master gardener on Tuesday, April 18, 7 
p.m. The Friends of the Library Book Sale 
will run April 22-25 and the Friends are 
now selling Red Cedar Coffee, available 
at the check-out desk in the branch.

BAYarts announced these summer 
events: Art + Music Festival 2017 on June 
17, 10-4 p.m.; Farm + Art Markets every 
Thursday 5-8 p.m., starting June 15; 
Summer Concert series begins June 12. 
Go to bayarts.net for more details.

Lake Erie Nature and Science 
Center will host “Eggstravaganza!” on 
April 8, 9, 14 and 15. Learn about eggs, 
bunnies and things about spring. This 
educational program includes a small, 
kid-friendly egg hunt with allergy-con-
scious take-homes. For children ages 
1-8 years with an adult, $7/child. April 
29 will be “Birds of Lake Erie Day.” The 
day will be filled with programs and 
activities for all ages, including wildlife 
presentations on rehabilitating avian 
species, a planetarium program discuss-
ing the effects of light pollution, a bird 
hike through Huntington Reservation 
and live animal encounters. For adults 
and families with children ages 10+, 
$5/person. May 6 will be Family Fish-
ing Day. Learn about the basics at the 
Center: equipment, how to cast, where 
to fish and what kind of fish you’ll catch. 
Then head to Lake Erie to throw your 
line in the water. All equipment will be 
provided. For families with children 
ages 5+, $7/person. Go to lensc.org for 
more details and more activities.

Village Project is finalizing its 
plans for their “Project Pedal” fundraiser. 
It will be held June 17 at 8:30 a.m. as part 
of Destination Bay. There will be routes 
for all ages and experience. Corporate 
and individual sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available. Visit ourvillageproject.
com for details.

The next meeting of the Bay Village 
Community Council will be at the Bay 
Village Library on Wednesday, May 10, at 
7 p.m. Representatives from Bay Village’s 
nonprofit and civic groups are invited to 
attend to share ideas and event schedules 
and promote their activities. 

Bay Village civic groups plan 
spring and summer events

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL THE MEDICAL INSIDER

What MRI can’t tell you 
about your back pain

Westlake residents Phil Bel-
zunce and Lalei Gutierrez 
and Bay Village resident 

Steve Slane will teach courses of vital 
interest to our community as part of 
a new initiative at Cleveland State 
University’s West Center in Westlake. 
Professionals in the 21st century need 
a combination of smarts, emotional 
intelligence and cultural competence 
to address the often complex issues 
they face while also meeting the needs 
of an increasingly diverse workforce 
and clientele. 

The interactive courses will 
address topics such as what to do about 
unconscious bias in the workplace to 
honoring religions and spiritual needs 
in the workplace. These courses are 
part of a new series of continuing 
education and professional develop-
ment classes focused on enriching 

northeast Ohio professionals’ capac-
ity to engage appropriately and more 
healthfully around differences in all 
permutations.

“Diversity management and cul-
tural competency have become essen-
tial skills that 21st-century profession-
als in nearly all professions need to 
have,” said Lisa Gaynier, director of 
the Master’s in Diversity Management 
program at CSU. “By adding a con-
tinuing education component we can 
offer additional training and support 
to leaders in multiple fields, while con-
tinuing to enhance understanding of 
the importance of culture on organiza-
tional performance.” The courses are 
geared for educators, psychologists 
and business professionals.

For more information, include 
course dates and fees, visit csuohio.
edu/dmp/ced. 

Westlake, Bay residents 
teach ‘culturally competent’ 
business courses
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BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
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159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  
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by JAYNE BROESTL

Genealogical lineage is by defini-
tion a tracing of one’s biologi-
cal ancestry and history. This 

presents problems for adoptees, or their 
descendants, from learning about possi-
ble inherited health risks or joining any of 
the various lineage societies. Only those 
who can prove direct biological linkage to 
an ancestor will qualify for lineage society 
membership. 

Betsie Norris, executive director of 
Adoption Network, knows this dilemma 
and journey firsthand. After successfully 
locating and reuniting with her biological 
family, Betsie founded Adoption Network 

Cleveland in 1988, to provide support and 
assistance to others who are touched by 
adoption.

As guest speaker at the April 19 
meeting of Cuyahoga West Chapter, 
Ohio Genealogical Society, Ms. Norris 
will explain current adoption records and 
laws and how they impact those who are 
adopted or descend from an adoptee in 
their own family trees.

Program will begin at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Porter Room of Westlake Porter Public 
Library, 27333 Center Ridge Road. Social 
time is from 6:30-7:00 p.m. The public is 
invited, at no charge. For information, 
visit rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs 
or email cuyahogawest@gmail.com. 

by GINI BALDI

North Coast Needlers Quilt Guild 
will present its 15th biennial quilt 
show, “My Favorite Chix are Quil-

ters!” April 22-23. Over 250 quilts will be 
featured, ranging from traditional and 
contemporary to modern and art quilts, 
offering something for everyone to enjoy. 
Many of the guild’s members are award-
winning quilters.

Quilts will be exhibited in the airy 
rotunda of Westlake High School, 27830 
Hilliard Blvd., on Saturday, April 22, 
and Sunday, April 23. Show hours are 10 

a.m.-5 p.m. both days. A beautiful red and 
white guild-made quilt will be raffled off 
on Sunday afternoon. Admission is $5; $4 
for seniors; 10 and under free.

Expanding on the show’s theme will 
be a series of challenge quilts, “Chix Run 
Wild” and a block contest display. The 
contest blocks will be crafted into a “Chix 
For Kids” quilt for this year’s donation 
recipient, Northeast Ohio Adoption Ser-
vices. A special show event is “Adopt a 
Chix,” with proceeds from the “adoption” 
of stuffed “Chix” also donated to North-
east Ohio Adoption Services to further 
their work placing children with loving 
families.

Rounding out the show will be a 
boutique offering handcrafted items 
for sale, a quilt-side cafe, and a vendor 
mall featuring local and regional deal-
ers. More information can be found on 
the North Coast Needlers website, www.
ncnquilt.com. 

North Coast 
Needlers host 
quilt show
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Members of the North Coast Needlers display the quilt they will 
raffle off during the quilt show. Pictured are Linda Sekerak, Elizabeth 
Bauman, Martha Hamilton, Melva Schwartz and Tina Crawford.

Adoption laws and genealogy

by KAREN PETERSON

As part of St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Church’s 
“Connecting with God” 

program series, on Saturday, 
April 8, come prepare your 
heart for Palm Sunday and 
Holy Week by reflecting with 
us on Jesus’ journey to the 
cross. This very special pro-
gram was well received last 
year as participants engaged 
all five senses while walking 
the Stations of the Cross. At 
each of the Stations you will 
experience a prayer, a reflec-

tion and an activity.
The pilgrimage will 

start in the Sanctuary, and is 
designed for you (and your 
family) to go at your own 
pace between the hours of 1 
p.m. and 3 p.m. Please dress 
comfortably for the weather 
as the final Stations will be 
outside in the prayer garden 
and in the labyrinth. All are 
welcome.

If you have any questions, 
please phone the church at 
440-871-6200. St. Barnabas is 
located at 468 Bradley Road, 
Bay Village. 

St. Barnabas offers interactive 
Stations of the Cross by SHIRLEY MACFARLAND

The community is invited 
to walk in Jesus’ shoes at 
Unity Spiritual Center’s 

Good Friday Experience. This 
all-day service is for everyone 
seeking a deeper personal 
meaning of the Crucifixion.

The USC sanctuary is 
turned into nine stations: 
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus 
picks up the cross, Jesus falls 
for the first time, Jesus meets 
Mary, Jesus is helped by Simone 
of Cyrene, Veronica wipes the 
face of Jesus, Jesus falls a final 
time, Jesus is nailed to the cross 
and Jesus is placed in the tomb. 

Participants can come in any-
time during the day and jour-
ney through each of the nine 
stations. There they can sit and 
reflect while doing an activity 
that pertains to their life and 
that of Jesus.

The Good Friday Experi-
ence is Friday, April 14, from 
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday is a special 
time at Unity Spiritual Center 
with the tradition of the flower 
cross, created during the service 
one flower at a time by each 
congregant. It illustrates that 
extraordinary beauty and joy 
can come from great suffering 
when we take the highest spiri-

tual view.
Unity’s Easter service is a 

celebration of uplifting music 
and wonderful visuals including 
the creation of the flower cross. 
No matter how many times 
people have seen the ceremo-
ny, it takes their breath away. 
Unity’s expression of the Easter 
story stays with one long after 
the service ends. It is unique in 
the Christian tradition for its 
inspirational and emotionally 
transforming message.

Easter Sunday services are 
April 16 at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 
a.m. Childcare is available at 
both services. Unity is located 
at 23855 Detroit Road. 

Unity celebrates Good Friday, Easter

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

Step back to remem-
ber an exciting and 
elegant past through 

“1900s High Fashion,” the 
latest exhibit at Rose Hill 
Museum, presented by 
the Bay Village Historical 
Society.

The exhibit, which 
opens on April 9 and runs 
through Nov. 12, features 
a variety of formal attire, 
including exquisite wed-
ding gowns. After view-
ing the display, one can 
only hope that what goes 
around in fashion comes 
around.

Rose Hill Museum, 
27715 Lake Road, is open 
from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

on Sundays. Admission is 
free. Group appointments 
can be arranged for a 
small fee. Phone 440-871-
7338.

Membership in the 
Bay Village Historical Soci-
ety is open to anyone in 
the community interested 
in keeping history alive. 
Families are welcome. Call 
440-871-7338 for member-
ship details. 

Step back to the elegance 
of 1900s high fashion

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1900s fashion on display at Rose Hill Museum.
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44th Annual Phil Bova
Baseball Camp 2017
June 12-16, 8:15-4 • Ages 7 -14 
Experience Your Own Spring Training!

High School, College and Professional Instructors with 
over 200 Years of Experience • Camp ratio 1 to 8
Every phase of the game will be unveiled:

Our staff will prepare your son for the next level!
Daily Games • Individual Drills
$245 per camper includes: 

Hot Lunch Daily • Camp T-Shirt & Hat • Written Evaluation 
Individual Color Photo • Awards Ceremony

Westlake Rec Outdoor Baseball Field; 28955 Hilliard Blvd.
For Registration, Medical Forms and Discounts visit our 

Website at: www.bovacamps.com or call 440-779-1390

Named #1 
Baseball Camp of 
its kind in NE Ohio

Catered by 
Italian Creations

TEAM DISCOUNTS
Sign up 10 or more 

kids and receive 
$40 OFF per camper!

$400 SAVINGS 
per team

6th-8th Grades Boating Education Program
LEARN SAFE BOATING SKILLS
Hands-on classes in PWC, Power Boats, Sail, Kayaks and Canoes

Sponsored by the Spirit of America 
Foundation, in association with 

the Bay Village Schools

OHIO BOATING EDUCATION CLASS
The Spirit of America Boating Education program requires students to attend and complete 
the Ohio Boating Education Course which will be held on Saturdays, May 6 and 13, 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m., at Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd. Attendance is mandatory.

DROWNING PREVENTION & EQUIPMENT AWARENESS CLASS 
Held June 10, 8:30 a.m., at the Bay Community Pool. Students will learn to properly fit and 
use personal flotation devices, upright and overturn sailboat, and other water safety skills.

ON-THE-WATER CLASSES
Held on Mondays, June 12, 19 and 26, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., at Whiskey 
Island Marina. Families invited to a graduation ceremony on June 26, 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Cost for entire program is $20.
Application available at bayvillageschools.com, Bay Library, Bay Rec 
Dept., or email cuyahoga@spiritofamerica95.org. Deadline April 21. 
Phone 440-871-3980 with questions.

Summer Camps,
Activities & Programs
Summer Camps,
Activities & Programs

Promote your summer activities in the Observer … contact us for special rates at 440-409-0114 or email staff@wbvobserver.com

At CIA’s Pre-College program, you’ll spend two or four 
weeks using the tools and processes only available to 
our students while experiencing what it’s like to attend 
a college of art and design. And you’ll earn college 
credits while building your portfolio. View course 
listings and learn more at cia.edu/pre-college.

Be an  
artist this 
summer
2017 Pre-College Program
Jul 9–21 and Jul 23–Aug 4

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

by KIM BONVISSUTO

Ten Westlake High School AP Art His-
tory and International Baccalaure-
ate Theory of Knowledge students 

participated in the Cleveland Museum of 
Art “Museum Ambassadors” program that 
provided a behind-the-scenes experience 
at the world-class institution.

The program is open to only six 
schools in Northeast Ohio, and Westlake 
High School is the only West Side school 
selected for the program. This is Westlake’s 
fifth year in the program and it marks the 
students’ fifth Community Day event.

Students are selected through an appli-
cation process. This year’s participants are 
juniors Gwynnie Ball, Abby Falcone, Jade 
Hawk, Dena Hussain, Rachel Kaiser, Riley 
Larcey, Carolyn McBride, Emily Nebraska, 
Adalee Ratycz and Jonathon Shear.

The program has students partici-
pating in behind-the-scenes experiences 
in various departments at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art. The program is designed 

to build a general awareness of museum 
life and careers, as well as to build career 
skills, including public speaking and team-
based project planning. At the end of each 
program year, the Museum Ambassadors 
run a Family and Community Day, shar-
ing what they’ve learned with the public in 
the form of projects, which have included 
scavenger hunts, games, coloring books, 
tours and studio activities.

The students would like to invite 
members of the community to join them 
at the museum for this exciting event on 
Sunday, April 9. The program runs from 1 
to 4 p.m. This year the students created a 
puzzle-like activity that allows patrons to 
recreate a portion of one of two pieces of 
art from the museum’s permanent con-
temporary collection. Patrons can either 
keep their piece or add it to a large mosaic 
of the replicated pieces in the museum’s 
atrium. The other schools in the program 
will also have hands-on activities available 
for patrons. The event is free and open to 
the public. 

WHS students participate in 
Museum Ambassadors program

WHS juniors Gwynnie Ball, Rachel Kaiser, Riley Larcey and Emily 
Nebraska (above) and Abby Falcone, Dena Hussain, Jade Hawk, Carolyn 
McBride, Adalee Ratycz and Jonathon Shear (below) were among the 10 
WHS juniors who participated in the Museum Ambassadors program at 
the Cleveland Museum of Art.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Jim Hajek was honored with Westlake Porter 
Public Library’s Myrna Chelko Award at the 
organization’s annual volunteer recognition 

event in early March.
Hajek began volunteering at the library in 

2003 and has amassed over 1,400 hours of vol-
unteer time. A Friends of the Library annual book 
sale volunteer, he has hauled thousands of book 
from storage areas to the sale rooms and has also 
spent many hours price-checking special books, 

which are sold on eBay or in the book sale at spe-
cial prices. His efforts have garnered thousands 
of dollars more in revenue, meaning the Friends 
of the Library has been able to give more to the 
library for special needs, such as the recent reno-
vation, and the Summer Reading Program and 
STEAM Week.

“Jim’s efforts have been invaluable to both 
the Friends and the Library,” said Library Director 
Andrew Mangels. “This award is well deserved.”

The Myrna Chelko Award is given annually to 
a library volunteer who exhibits the same dedica-
tion to serving the library as did Myrna Chelko, 
a long-time library volunteer who helped estab-
lish the Friends of the Library and served on the 
board of trustees. The board of trustees selects the 
recipient, taking into consideration such criteria 
as years and hours of service, special library proj-
ects, advocacy, ability to inspire others, creativity 
and innovation. 

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesdays, April 5 and 12 
(10:15 & 11 a.m.) LET’S SING 
AND DANCE! – Sing and move 
to the music with Miss Nancy! 
For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. Please arrive early to 
receive a ticket.

Wednesday, April 5 (1-2:30 
p.m.) CUYAHOGA WEST 
GENEALOGY SOCIETY HELP 
SESSION – Please join the 
genealogy group for an infor-
mal walk-in help session.

Wednesdays, April 5 and 12 
(4-5:30 p.m.) and Thursdays, 
April 6 and 13 (6:30-8 p.m.) 
BOW WOW BOOKS – Stop 
by the Youth Services Depart-
ment and sign your child up for 
a 10-minute reading time with 
a reading therapy dog! Bring 
your own book or choose one of 
ours. Registration begins each 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and 
each Thursday at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, April 5 (6:30-
8:30 p.m.) HORROR FILM 
CLUB – Join us as we explore 
some of the classic films from 
the genres of horror, science 
fiction and suspense. Children 
under 13 should be accompa-
nied by an adult. Please register.

Thursday, April 6 (1-7 p.m.) 
AMERICAN RED CROSS 
BLOODMOBILE

Friday, April 7 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
WEIRD(ER) SCIENCE – Each 
session teaches fundamental 
principles in an entertaining 
format, through demonstra-
tions and hands-on activities. 
This month: Students in grades 
5 and 6 will learn how to use 
Excel 2013 to create a person-
alized budget, and learn about 
personal finance through an 
online game. Please register.

Saturday, April 8 (2-4 p.m.) 
CARRY OUT CRAFTS – Stop 
in to see our featured craft. We 
have all the supplies you’ll need 
to create something fantastic!

Saturday, April 8 (2-3:30 
p.m.) CONNECTING FOR 

KIDS’ SPEAKER SERIES – Join 
us for a discussion on “Under-
standing the ABLE Act” with a 
local pediatric expert. Register 
at connectingforkids.org or 
440-250-5563. Free child care 
is available.

Saturday, April 8 (2-3 p.m.) 
DIY MONEY CRAFTS – Stop by 
to make and personalize your 
own shadowbox bank and other 
money-related crafts. All sup-
plies provided! Grades 7-12.

Sunday, April 9 (2-4 p.m.) 
MAD 4 MANGA – A great club 
for anime and manga lovers! All 
otakus and newbies welcome! 
Grades 7-12 only please.

Monday, April 10 (3:30-5:30 
p.m.) TEEN LOUNGE – Need a 
place to hang out after school? 
Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge 
on Monday afternoons! We have 
computers, video games, board 
games, snacks and more! For 
grades 7-12 only.

Monday, April 10 (6:30-7:15 
p.m.) and Friday, April 14 
(10:30-11:15 a.m.) ADAPTED 
STORYTIME – Children with 
varying learning styles and 
abilities learn in a safe, support-
ive environment where respect 
and appreciation for differences 
are encouraged. This 30-minute 
storytime, followed by time for 
socialization, is designed for 
children who may not be suc-
cessful in a typical storytime 
experience. Content is geared 
toward ages 3-7, but all ages 
are welcome. Siblings may also 
attend, but must register sepa-
rately. Registration begins one 
week before each session.

Monday, April 10 (7-8 p.m.) 
HANDLING CREDIT & DEBT 
WISELY – Apprisen will share 
basic information about man-
aging credit, including the dif-
ference between good and bad 
debt, how to manage debt in 
order to build your credit rating, 
why credit is an important tool 
for reaching financial goals and 
how to create a “Power Payment 
System” to pay down debt. Also, 
learn about various loan prod-

ucts, how they work, and asso-
ciated interest rates.

Monday, April 10 (7-8:30 
p.m.) MAKER MONDAY: 
TRANSFORM YOUR MEMO-
RIES INTO DIGITAL – WPPL 
has Maker Stations that can 
convert your records into mp3s, 
your slides and pictures into 
digital formats, and your VHS 
tapes into DVDs. Learn how 
here. Please register.

Tuesday, April 11 (10 a.m.-
noon) CAREER TRANSITION 
CENTER: FINDING HIDDEN 
JOBS – Research and informa-
tional interviewing can reduce 
the competition and help you 
sell yourself to an employer. 
Learn what research is needed 
and how to do it to find the best 
job for you.

Tuesday, April 11 (7-8 p.m.) 
AUTHOR TRICIA SPRING-
STUBB – Cleveland Heights 
author Tricia Springstubb, 
writer of popular children’s 
books including “Every Single 
Second” and “Moonpenny 
Island” shares her journey to 
becoming a writer and how 
ideas turn into books! A read-
ing will follow her presentation; 
register early as space is limited.

Tuesday, April 11 (7 p.m.) 
TUESDAY EVENING BOOK 
DISCUSSION – In April we’ll 
discuss “Before the Fall” by 
Noah Hawley.

Wednesday, April 12 (noon-
1:30 p.m.) SPEAKER SERIES 
LUNCH & LEARN – Guest 
speakers join Career Transition 
Center to present informative 
and timely topics for job seek-
ers. Bring your lunch; learn and 
grow. Coffee provided.

Thursday, April 13 (7 p.m.) 
NON-FICTION BOOK DISCUS-
SION – The April selection is 
“True Crime Addict: How I Lost 
Myself in the Mysterious Disap-
pearance of Maura Murray” by 
James Renner.

Thursday, April 13 (7-9 p.m.) 
AUTHOR JAMES RENNER – 
Cleveland author James Renner 

is known for his true-crime 
journalism, but he has also 
written two novels, He will be 
giving a presentation on writing 
and his works of fiction, “The 
Man from Primrose Lane” and 
“The Great Forgetting.” Join us 
for a fascinating presentation. 
Please register.

Friday, April 14 (2-4 p.m.) 
MOVIES @ THE LIBRARY! 
– Join us for a family-friendly 
movie (rated PG). All ages. Fea-
tured film: Rafe is tired of his 
school’s obsession with the 
rules at the expense of creativ-
ity. Desperate to shake things 
up, Rafe and his friends come 
up with a plan: break every 
single rule in the school and let 
the students run wild. Registra-
tion begins April 7.

Friday, April 14 (4-4:45 p.m.) 
FUN SCIENCE FRIDAY: A 
HOME FOR BIRDS – Join Mrs. 
K as we explore the wonders of 
the world. This month let’s be 
birds and build a nest! Ages 4-7. 
Registration begins April 7.

Saturday, April 15 (10:30-
11:30 a.m.) POKEMON FUN! 
– Bring your cards and acces-
sories for a fun morning of 
Pokemon-themed play, prizes, 
and crafts! Ages 6-11.

Saturday, April 15 (2-3 p.m.) 
BRICK BUILDERS – Bring your 
ideas and imagination to the 
club! Ages 3-12. Lego and Duplo 
bricks provided.

Sunday, April 16 – LIBRARY 
CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF 
EASTER

Monday, April 17 and Wednes-
day, April 19 (2-4 p.m.) 
MOVIES @ THE LIBRARY! – 
Join us during spring break for 
family-friendly movies (all rated 
PG). All ages. Please register one 
week before each movie.

    • April 17: Storks have moved 
on from delivering babies to 
delivering packages; when an 
order for a baby appears, the 
best delivery stork has to scram-
ble to get the job done.

    • April 19: The quiet life of a 
terrier named Max is upended 
when his owner takes in Duke, 
a stray whom Max instantly 
dislikes.

Monday, April 17 (7-8:30 
p.m.) INVESTORS’ INTEREST 
GROUP – Cycles: economic, 
monetary, business, stock. 
What they are, why they exist, 
why they matter. Please register.

Tuesday, April 18 (10 a.m.-
noon) CAREER TRANSITION 
CENTER: JOB SEARCH PLAN-
NING & TIME MANAGEMENT 
– Are you running around in 
circles trying to find a new posi-
tion? Most jobseekers do not 
spend time efficiently. Learn 
how to plan your work, and 
the ABC Method to overcome 
obstacles to success.

Tuesday, April 18 (2-3:30 
p.m.) JR. ROBOTICS: WIMPY-
BOT – Enjoy two of our favor-
ite things, LEGO WeDo robots 
and Jeff Kinney’s “Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid” book series as you 
work with a partner to build 
and program robots based on 
the misadventures of Greg and 
his family. All of the challenges 
are based on “DWK: The Long 
Haul”! Ages 8-11. Registration 
begins April 11.

Tuesday, April 18 (7-7:30 
p.m.) BEDTIME STORIES: 
SLEEP ABCS – Put on your 
pajamas and join Mrs. K as we 
unwind at the end of the day 
with quiet stories, songs, fin-
gerplays and other activities to 
help us get ready for bedtime. 
Ages 4-6. Siblings welcome.

Tuesday, April 18 (7-8:30 
p.m.) TITANIC: TRAGEDY 
OF ERRORS – The Titanic’s 
construction, weather condi-
tions, safety practices, influen-
tial passengers, and more will 
be discussed, along with the 
six “Mysteries of the Titanic.” 
Please register.

To register for any of the pro-
grams, visit westlakelibrary.
evanced.info or call 440-871-
2600. 

Hajek receives 
Porter Library 
volunteer award

Jim Hajek (right) accepted the 2017 Myrna Chelko Volunteer 
Award from Westlake Porter Public Library Director Andrew 
Mangels at a volunteer recognition event in early March.
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SAVE

FREE appraisal of your home  
with any closed mortgage

Affordable Home Loans
Purchase or Refinance your home with Cardinal

> FREE Mortgage Check-up
> FREE Purchase Pre-Approval
> FREE Financial Counseling

Get Started! Call or stop in to apply with one of our loan officers.

Patrick Flynn  |  440-266-2226  |  NMLS#1140903
Email: PFlynn@CardinalCU.com
Westlake Branch: 26931 Detroit Rd.

$300
Anyone can join for $5. Cardinal Credit Union membership is open to anyone who lives, works, worships or attends school  
in Lake, Geauga, Cuyahoga, Ashtabula, Portage, Summit, Mahoning, Trumbull, or Columbiana counties.

 *$300 value, must finance with CCU. Rates and terms subject  to change without notice. Other interest rates and terms may apply. 
Interest rate offered may depend on certain minimum credit scoring qualification. To take advantage of this offer, a checking account 
and automatic transfer is required. Business transacted at Cardinal Credit Union is governed by the laws of the State of Ohio.

By members choice, your deposits are insured by American Share Insurance up to $250,000 per account. This institution is not 
federally insured. MEMBERS’ ACCOUNTS ARE NOT INSURED OR GUARANTEED BY ANY GOVERNMENT SPONSORED AGENCY.

NMLS#536937

by DONNA D’AMICO

On March 29 the 
Rotary Club of West-
lake/Bay Village held 

its annual high school Speech 
Competition. The purpose of 
the speech is to solve an ethi-
cal problem using the princi-
ples of the Rotary’s Four Way 
Test: “Is it the truth, is it fair 
to all concerned, will it build 
good will and better friend-
ships, and will it be beneficial 
to all concerned.”

This year four sopho-
mores from Westlake High 

School took on the chal-
lenge. Esther Park won the 
competition, followed by 
Katie Cirincone in second 
place, Thomas Hanson in 
third place and Jonah Petty 
receiving honorable men-
tion. In addition to monetary 
prizes, Esther will now move 
on to the district competi-
tion, which will take place 
on April 8 at Aurora High 
School. There she will com-
pete with the other Rotary 
Club contest winners in Dis-
trict 6630, which includes 
clubs across Northeast Ohio. 

Winners there will go on to 
the national competition.

Rotary International is 
made up of a group of 1.2 
million neighbors, friends 
and community lead-
ers who come together 
to create positive, lasting 
change in our communi-
ties and around the world. 
The Westlake/Bay Village 
club meets every Wednes-
day at Westwood Country 
Club from 7:30-8:30 a.m. If 
you are ready to do more to 
serve others, you are invited 
to attend a meeting. 

Rotary Club of Westlake/Bay Village holds speech contest

Westlake High students Esther Park, Thomas Hanson, Jonah Petty 
and Katie Cirincone participated in this year’s Rotary Club speech 
contest.

by ROBERT PARRY

The West Shore Aquarelle Water-
color Society returns to the 
Westlake Porter Public Library 

gallery for its annual art show of origi-
nal watercolor from April 1 through 
April 28. The Society art show consists 
of paintings by 13 members of the Soci-
ety and most of the paintings are for 
sale by the members. The art gallery is 
open every day that the library is open.

The Aquarelle Society was orga-
nized in 1996 and today the member-
ship consists of 18 local watercolor 
artists. The 50 paintings on display 

are the works of Linda Borton, Phyl-
lis Firalio, Barbara Hall, Thomas 
Hemsath, Howard Hoehn, Annabelle 
Keller, Suzanne Kizzen, Robert Parry, 
Barbara Swasey, Jenne Vetrone, Nan 
Wendrowski, Annebelle Keller and 
Kay Bees.  

Society members have many 
years of painting experience and 
each is an accomplished watercolorist 
participating in local and regional art 
shows and juried competitions. Paint-
ings include floral, still-life, landscape, 
abstract, portrait and marine scenes. 
Any purchase includes a donation to 
the library for its programming. 

Aquarelle Watercolor 
show at Porter Library

Artwork of West Shore Aquarelle Watercolor Society is on display at 
Westlake Porter Public Library through April 28.

Lee Burneson Middle School student Jacob Rintamaki gives a multi-talented 
performance during the annual Green & White Revue at the Westlake Performing Arts 
Center on March 24. The annual fundraising event for the Westlake High School Parent 
Teacher Association features the talents of Westlake students from all grade levels.

The Hula-Hooping Violinist
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by TARA MCGUINNESS

While honey may be the sweetest reason 
for beekeeping, there are many other 
ways it can be a beneficial hobby. The 
Bay Village branch library is pleased to 
host a three-part series presented by 
Amalia Haas, beekeeper and environ-
mental educator. Learn about honey 
from flower to bee, crystallization, 
fermentation, and how terroir affects 
a honey’s sensory qualities. Changing 
landscapes, modern agriculture, cli-
mate change and globalization all play 
a role in pollinator decline. Learn steps 
we can all take to ensure our food secu-
rity and help bees thrive in today’s chal-
lenging environment. Please see below 
for information on the weekly topics 
and dates.

CHILDREN

Caregivers and their children are invit-
ed to enjoy rhymes, songs, fingerplays, 
books and stories together. No registra-
tion is required.

• Mondays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STO-
RYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND 
ME STORYTIME – ages birth-18 
months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in kin-
dergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORY-
TIME - for all ages

Thursday, April 6 (3 p.m.) WRITE 
ON! – Grades 5-8: Join us for fun, quirky 
and challenging writing exercises and 
activities to get your creativity flowing. 
Registration required.

Thursday, April 6 (7 p.m.) WHAT A 
DISASTER: TITANIC – Grades 3-4: Learn 
about the Titanic shipwreck with hands-
on science activities.

Monday, April 10 (6:30 - 8 p.m.) OSOB 
FAMILY NIGHT – Drop into the Bay Vil-
lage Branch for family activities related 
to the Normandy Elementary School 
One School, One Book title.

Tuesday, April 18 (2 p.m.) MYSTERY 
BAG CONSTRUCTION CHALLENGE 
– Grades K-4: Do you like to play with 
Legos and build with different types of 
materials? If so, challenge yourself to the 
Mystery Bag Construction Challenge! 
Each mystery bag will hold the key parts 
to making a fun contraption. Use your 
creativity and the provided materials to 
rise to the construction challenge.

Wednesday, April 19 (2 p.m.) SPRING 
BREAK MOVIE – Visit the library for a spe-
cial screening of a popular movie. Bring a 
blanket and pillow or sleeping bag.

Thursday, April 20 (2 p.m.) BUILDING 
BRICKS @ THE LIBRARY - Calling all 
Lego fans! You bring the imagination and 
we’ve got the bricks! We’ll work through 
a few friendly challenges then share our 
creations. Registration required.

ADULTS

Tuesday, April 4 (7 p.m.) AUTHOR 
SCOTT LONGERT – Tribe fans will enjoy 
listening to local author Scott Longert, as 
he talks about his new book: “No Money, 
No Beer, No Pennants.” Mr. Longert 
will talk about the history of the Tribe 
through the turmoil of the Great Depres-
sion. A book sale and signing will follow.

Wednesdays, April 5, April 19 and 
May 3 (7 p.m.) BEEKEEPING ESSEN-
TIALS –  Week 1: From comb to bottle; 
Week 2: Planting a pollinator garden; 
Week 3: Making nature’s cosmetics from 
hive products.

Friday, April 7 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS 
BOOK DISCUSSION – Join friends, 
neighbors and library staff as we discuss 
“The News of the World” by Paulette Jiles 
on the BAYarts campus in the Sullivan 
Gallery. Copies of the books are available 
at the library and BAYarts.

Saturday, April 15 (2 p.m.) PAINTING 
TO POETRY – Join us to create a painting 
set to poetry. Let the poem inspire you 
as you create an original work of art. No 
artistic ability is needed, just a desire to 
create. Supplies will be provided.

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library 
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with 
a librarian. 

Upcoming programs                      
at Bay Village Branch Library

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY

3RD ANNUAL SPRING BOUTIQUE
Saturday, April 8 • 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Rocky River Civic Center
21016 Hilliard Blvd.

Come support Angels on the Avenue with raising money
for the residents of St. Augustine Health Campus.

Over 35 vendors and crafters, Chinese raffle, 
food and baked goods. 

Bring the kids to enjoy activities at the Kiddie Corner 
and see the Easter Bunny!

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2016 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Professional Newborn Photographer 
wanted at St. John’s Medical Center in 

Westlake. Perfect part-time and creative 
outlet opportunity. Must have morning 

availability, flexible schedule, and digital 
SLR camera. We provide training and 

pay is commission based. Please email 
info@pictureperfectbabies.com 

for more information.

Locally and Family Owned

Spring Lighting Sale Going On Now!
20% Off Storewide - Including Special Orders!

by GREG SCHWERT

The NFL Draft is rapidly 
approaching and the Cleveland 
Browns have a great opportu-

nity to obtain some cornerstones for 
their future. Browns left tackle Joe 
Thomas recently commented that he 
did not want to see the Browns use 
the first pick on a quarterback and 
that when you draft a quarterback 
who fails, you have wasted a pick. He 
went on to explain that if a position 
player fails, he still gets on the field for 
first downs or third downs or special 
teams. This means that he can still 
help the team and isn’t a total wasted 
pick; whereas a failed quarterback 
won’t make it on the field at all or pos-
sibly as the holder for field goals and 
extra points at best.

In baseball, the consensus is to 
have your best players straight up the 
middle of the field. In football, this basi-
cally holds true too; on defense, you 
want great players in the middle of the 
field or to help to contain the opposition 
to the middle of the field. An offense 
wants to avoid being contained to the 
middle and able use the entire field from 

sideline to sideline. These concepts are 
very important for the Browns and their 
ability to show significant improvement 
this year. The other important concept 
is that offense wins games but defense 
wins championships!

With all of this in mind, and NO I 
haven’t had any contact with Greg Wil-
liams, the defensive coordinator for the 
Browns, it would be very interesting to 
see the Browns draft:
• First round: Pick No. 1: Myles Garrett, 

defensive end; Pick No. 12: Reuben 
Foster, middle linebacker

• Second round: Pick No. 33: Jabrill 
Peppers, strong safety (or a corner-
back if Peppers is gone); Pick No. 52: 
whomever falls to the Browns – wild-
card!

• Third round: Pick No. 65: cornerback 
or defensive tackle

Should the Browns be able to obtain 
the first three players named along with 
a cornerback in the first three rounds of 
the draft, they will significantly improve 
their defense and be able to win games 
without a lot of offense. Remember, the 
Browns have added offensive linemen 
via free agency, so drafting defensive 
players with four of their first five picks 
is not out of the question. In fact, it 
could be all five.

Browns fans love a physical, hard-
hitting defense. These players would 
add that and with proper coaching 
(your turn, Greg Williams and staff ) 
could lead to a significant improve-
ment to the Browns record in 2017 and 
beyond. 

READER’S OPINION

Browns draft: 
Time to build 
foundation

by BARBARA ARMSTRONG

The April meeting of the Herb 
Guild Garden Club will be held 
on April 12. This month’s pre-

sentation, which starts at 12:30 p.m., 
will be on “The Beautiful & Fascinating 
Art Form of Eastern Papermaking.” The 
speaker is Tom Balboa, director of the 
Morgan Conservatory. The Conserva-
tory is located in downtown Cleveland 
and is dedicated to the art of papermak-
ing. It houses artists who are devoted to 
book arts, printing and papermaking. 
The Conservatory features a working 

studio, gallery, shop, and gathering 
place for the community. It is free and 
open to the public. You can learn more 
about this unique facility by visiting 
their website morganconservatory.org.

The Herb Guild is a local orga-
nization and meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month at Westlake 
Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Road. New members and guests 
are always welcome. For further infor-
mation on the upcoming meeting, call 
440-582-0191 or visit theherbguild.org. 
You can also find us on Facebook under 
The Herb Guild. 

Herb Guild meeting to 
focus on papermaking
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BACKTO 
BAY’S 
FUTURE

A 1960S EVENING OF FUN

KICK-OFF BENEFIT 
FOR THE RESTORATION OF 
BAY’S COMMUNITY HOUSE

SAT. APRIL 29
6:00 P.M. 
LAKEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB
2613 BRADLEY ROAD

$100 PER PERSON
SIT DOWN DINNER 
& CASH BAR
MUSIC BY MORNING GLORY

60’S ATTIRE SUGGESTED

WINE PULL, DANCE CONTEST, 
SIDEBOARDS & MORE
TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL
CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS ALSO ARE BEING SOLICITED

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 216-386-5997

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2017 WBVO

The Westlake-Westshore Arts Council invites you to a 

JAZZ BRUNCH
    Featuring Ann Gilbert on bass, Dan Meier on piano, and Bill Marx on drums. 

Sunday, April 23, 2017     
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Westwood Country Club
22625 Detroit Road, Rocky River
Complimentary Valet Parking Provided
$35.00 per person
Cash Bar, Chinese Auction, 50/50 Raffle 
Proceeds benefit the Scholarship Fund of 
The Westlake–Westshore Arts Council. 
For more information: 440-250-5565 or w-wac.org 

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Kiwanis will hold 
their spring pancake breakfast on 
Sunday, April 9. The breakfast will 

take place from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Westlake High School cafeteria, 27830 
Hilliard Blvd. The breakfast is being held 
in conjunction with the Hermes Westlake 
Spring Fever run to benefit LakeShore 
Day Camp, Westlake Kiwanis and West-
lake PTA.

Breakfast includes all the pancakes 
you can eat! Plus sausage, orange juice, 
milk, coffee and tea. Tickets are $6. Chil-

dren 6 and under eat for free.
This year, as a “Kiwanis Young Chil-

dren Priority One” project, the Westlake 
Kiwanis will donate a portion of the pro-
ceeds from the breakfast to the LakeShore 
Day Camp, a nonprofit camp for children 
with special learning needs, including 
mental and physical challenges, learning 
disabilities, autism, ADHD and more.

The remaining proceeds will go to 
promote various causes benefiting chil-
dren throughout the Westlake commu-
nity such as holiday food baskets for the 
disadvantaged, student scholarships, the 
Westlake High School Key Club, Builders 

Club and Aktion Club, and Relay for Life 
and the Westlake PTA.

The Westlake Spring Fever is a 2-mile 
or 4-mile run kicking off at 9 a.m. from 
Westlake High. Race registration is $25 
in advance. Discounted tickets for the 
pancake breakfast of $5 are available to 

race registrants. To sign up, visit hermes-
cleveland.com.

If you would like to join an active volun-
teer group and give back to your community 
on many worthwhile projects, please contact 
Kiwanis president George Christ at 440-871-
3980 or gchrist44140@yahoo.com. 

Westlake Kiwanis to host pancake breakfast and spring race

Kiwanians Dale Smith and Andrew Mangels mix up pancake batter at last 
year’s breakfast. This year’s event will be held April 9.
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by CARLA RENICK

St. Raphael Church in Bay Village 
will conduct a series called Cath-
olics Coming Home on seven 

Wednesday evenings, April 19 through 
May 31, from 7-8:30 p.m. These ses-
sions are for non-practicing Catholics 
interested in returning to the Catholic 
Church. There will be informal sharing 
and an update of the Catholic faith in a 
support-group format.

One former participant of the pro-
gram stated, “The sessions provided 
a sense of community with the other 

participants as well as with the team 
leaders, making me realize how much 
I had missed that sense of community.” 
Join us and reconnect with our Catholic 
community.

St. Raphael Church is located at 525 
Dover Center Road. For more details 
and to register, call Annette DeGidio at 
440-250-9028, Mrs. Dean Brennan at 
440-892-2877 or Deacon Larry Gregg at 
440-871-1100, ext. 134. Additional infor-
mation is available at saintraphaelpar-
ish.com under “Parish Flyers.” You may 
also refer to our Facebook page: Catho-
lics Coming Home at Saint Raphael. 

St. Raphael to host series for 
non-practicing Catholics
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by MORGAN PASKERT

Join Lake Erie Nature & Sci-
ence Center over spring break 
for a special selection of star 

shows and animal encounters to 
engage the whole family! Meet 
the Center’s resident animals at 
Critter Encounters and travel to 
space in a wide variety of plan-
etarium shows. Don’t forget to 
browse the indoor and outdoor 
exhibits! Programs will be offered 
April 17-21 and are $2-$5 per 
person. Information about all 
of the programs is available at 
lensc.org.

The Center is open 7 days a 
week from 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
and offers free admission to the 
public. The Center will be closed 
on Sunday, April 16, for Easter. 

Spend Spring Break at Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center will 
offer a wide range of programs, from 
Critter Encounters to planetarium shows, 
during the week of Spring Break.
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You’re invited to experience & celebrate 

Easter Sunday
8:15 am - Traditional with Special Music
10 am - Classic with Choir & Brass
11:28 am - Contemporary with Band

6:46am Community 
Sunrise Service held at 
Evergreen Cemetery 
29535 Center Ridge Road

Palm Sunday April 9th - Waffle 
Breakfast served all morning
Maundy Thursday April 
13th 6:30pm Soup Supper,  
Communion & Children’s Choir 

Holy Week events:

27650 Center Ridge Rd • Westlake, OH 44145 
Ph: (440) 871-3088   westlakeumc.org

Good Friday April 14th 
8pm Tenebrae Service               
“Lenten Sketches” with 
Candles, Choir & String 
Orchestra

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2017 WBVO

2239 Dover Center Road, Westlake | 440-871-1050 | www.doverucc.org
An Open & Affirming Congregation

Dover Congregational United Church of Christ
Holy Week & Easter Services, please join us.

Palm Sunday   - 8:15 & 10:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday  - 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday  - 12:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

PALM SUNDAY April 9, 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Distribution of Palms, Passion Narrative, Holy Communion

MAUNDY THURSDAY April 13, 6:00 p.m.
Agape Meal, First Communion

GOOD FRIDAY Tenebrae April 14, 7:30 p.m.
Solemn Worship of Prayer & Song

CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION
Sunday, April 16,  8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast  9:45 a.m.
Festive Holy Communion Worship

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2017 WBVO

Holy Week & Easter Schedule

Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran Church 
28607 Wolf Road, Bay Village, Ohio 44140 
440.871.2276  www.bethesdaonthebay.org.

let the light 
of christ 
illuminate 
your path

All are welcome at Unity Spiritual 
Center’s very special Easter Services

Palm Sunday, April 9 - 9:00 a.m./11:00 a.m.
Good Friday Experience, April 14 - 9:00 a.m. - 
7:00 p.m. (come in anyti me during those hours)

Easter Sunday, April 16 - 9:00 a.m./11:00 a.m.
(childcare is available)

23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake, 440-835-0400
www.unityspiritualcenter.com
(Near Clague Rd. !-90 exit)

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2017WBVO

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
1861 East 55th St. at Payne Ave. in Cleveland

Join us for Easter Services 
Sunday, April 16 - 10:30 am

Please consult our website for 
additional information and services.

www.saintjamescleveland.com
216-431-3252

Holy Week 
and Easter Services
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2230 Euclid Avenue • Cleveland, OH 44115 • 216.771.3630 • www.trinitycleveland.org

FREE PARKING AT PROSPECT AND EAST 22ND ST.

Holy Week and Easter
atTrinity Cathedral

PHOTO CREDIT: SAM HUBISH

CONNECT WITH US:Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 9
 8 a.m. Early Eucharist
 9 a.m. Mostly Jazz Mass
 11:15 a.m. Choral Eucharist

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12
 6 p.m. Tenebrae Service
    Trinity Chamber Singers sing  

music by Allegri and Victoria   

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 13
 12:10 p.m. Eucharist & Healing Service
 6 p.m. Contemplative Service & Eucharist
 7 p.m. Potluck Dinner  

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14
 12 p.m. Solemn Liturgy
 1 p.m. Good Friday Blues & Lamentations
  Music by the Gateway Band
 1 p.m. Children’s Good Friday Program
  (Childcare available 12 – 2 p.m.)
 7:30 p.m. Good Friday Concert
  Allegri: Miserere
  Mozart: Ave verum corpus
  Liszt: Evocation of the Sistine Chapel
  Mozart: Requiem
   Trinity Chamber Singers, Cathedral Choir and  

Chamber Orchestra 
Nicole Keller, organ; Todd Wilson, conductor

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16
 6 a.m. The Great Vigil of Easter
 9 a.m. Contemporary Festival Eucharist
  Music by the Gateway Band

 10:10 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt for children grades preK-5 
 11:15 a.m. Festival Eucharist 
  Music by Hancock, Bach, Billings and Widor
  The Trinity Cathedral Choir with brass and timpani

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

ST. BARNABAS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
468 Bradley Road
Bay Village
www.stbarnabasbv.org
(440) 871-6200

Holy Week Services
Sat., April 8; 1:00 - 3:00 P.M.
Interactive Stations of the Cross

Palm Sunday 10:00 A.M.
The Sunday of the Passion
with Bay Village Community Theater

Tuesday of Holy Week 7:30 P.M.
Psalms and Sighs; A Meditation by 
Eileen Moore

Maundy Thursday 7:00 P.M.

Good Friday 7:00 P.M.
with Bay Village Community Theater

EASTER SUNDAY 
10:00 A.M.

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

EXPERIENCE  THE JOY OF THE RESURRECTION AT

St. Paul Lutheran 
Church & School
27993 Detroit Road, Westlake 44145

www.stpaulwestlake.org

Join us for Easter Services and share  
the glorious news of our Savior’s Resurrection

SERVICE  SCHEDULE 8:30 & 11:00 am times provide both Trad. & Contemp. Services. 
For further information, call the church office at (440) 835-3050

PALM SUNDAY   APRIL 9th 8:30 am; 11:00am/ Communion in Contemp. Only

MAUNDY THURSDAY APRIL 13th 12 noon / Traditional Only; 7:00pm/ Trad. & Contemp.

GOOD FRIDAY   APRIL 14th 12 noon / Traditional Only; 7:00pm/ Trad. & Contemp.

EASTER SUNDAY   APRIL  16 th  Traditional & Contemp.; 8:30 am; 11:00am

St. Paul Lutheran 
Church & School
27993 Detroit Road, Westlake 44145

 Holy Thursday, April 13 Holy Saturday, April 15 
 7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 1:30pm Blessing of Food 
 Eucharistic Adoration until 11pm 3-5pm Confessions 
  9pm Easter Vigil Mass 
 Good Friday, April 14  
 12pm Stations of the Cross Easter Sunday Masses 
 3pm, 7:30pm Veneration of Cross 7:30, 9:00, & 10:30am, 12pm 

Easter 
Worship Schedule 

Palm Sunday, April 9 
4:30pm Sat Vigil Mass 
8am, 10am, 12pm Sun Mass 

525 Dover Center Rd. • Bay Village • 440-871-1100 • www.saintraphaelparish.com 

St. Raphael 
Catholic 
Church 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 
PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

CELEBRATE OUR RISEN LORD
Palm Sunday, April 9 at 10 a.m.
Good Friday Service, April 14 at 7 p.m. at the DoubleTree Hotel in Westlake
Easter Egg Hunt, April 15 at 10 a.m.
Easter Celebration, Sunday April 16, Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.; Service at 10 a.m.
PARKSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake (Corner of Clague & Hilliard) www.parknaz.org
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Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

MB Professional Painting  
Interior, Exterior Painting and Power Wash.
We do commercial and residential painting. 
We also paint decks.
Clean, fast and professional.

Call today for a Free Estimate 440-429-2145

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

As special events manager at BAY-
arts, Diana Brewer knows certain things 
that come with the job of coordinat-
ing about 30 weddings each year in the 
historic Fuller House. For instance, it’s 
not surprising to see her fiddling with 
electric cords as she installs new spar-
kle lights to project on the ceiling of a 
romantic gazebo, nor is it surprising 
to see Brewer move around displays of 
candles on tiered tree-ring slabs.

These skills come with the territory, 
and she has an extensive background of 
working events. In fact, it is why she was 
hired to coordinate the special events 
at the arts campus, and her reputation 
speaks for itself.

But what’s surprising is that the 
tree-ring slabs that have been cut, 
Brewer cut. And the dozens of wooden 
chairs? Brewer refinished 
them. Or do you mean the 
high top chairs with match-
ing tables crafted from 
pallet wood? Yeah, Brewer 
actually made those. In 
fact, with a glance around 
the venue you’ll see that 
everything is handcrafted 
and looks like a piece of art. 
The aesthetic is handmade 
and romantic. And some-
one (hint: you know who) 
has taken old church pews 
and antique bed head-
boards and turned them 
into benches. Talk about 
charming. 

This spring, the latest 
projects that Brewer tackled 
were to build a brand new 
bar on the back gazebo. The 
old one was falling apart, 
and a nonprofit like BAYarts 
can’t afford to just buy new. 
Salvaging wood from what 
initially were disheveled-
looking pieces, Brewer has 
now completed a beautiful bar with 
seating, even using the bones of an old 
fireplace facade right at the front.

Additionally, deciding that sitting 
on blanketed hay bales was something 

all sorts of venues already do, Brewer 
used sisal rope and old tires to create 
comfortable outdoor seating that’ll 
last in all weather and look attractive 
around the firepits used for events 
such as Moondance and the Artober 
fest.

“People often walk into the gallery 
and think that the benches and tables 
she’s made are actually pieces of art 
in the exhibitions, that’s how beauti-
ful they are,” said BAYarts Executive 
Director Nancy Heaton. “We couldn’t 
be more pleased to encourage her, help 
give materials, and admire what she 
creates with her team.” (Kelly Johnston 
and Jim Bishe are notable members, 
along with Cullen Brewer.)

For those interested in taking a 
look, visit the Rent page on the BAYarts 
website, bayarts.net, and/or come up 
to the Fuller House at BAYarts, which 
is open 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. Come enjoy the sights and 
furniture at BAYarts events, the next 
being Cinco de Mayo on May 5, which 
boasts a taco and salsa bar for $25.

For all of the cool things we see 
people doing online, all of those Pin-
terest-worthy images, it’s nice to see it 

all actualized in 3-D, right in Bay Village.
If you have old wooden windows, 

old pieces of antique furniture, and 
such, please consider donating by 
emailing specialevents@bayarts.net. 

Diana Brewer 
redecorating 
BAYarts by hand

by LAURIE 
HENRICHSEN

Residents of West-
lake and Bay Village 
are encouraged to 

gather family and friends 
and save the date for 
2017 Walk to Remember 
sponsored by Huntington 
Bank. Now in its sixth year, 
the event will take place 
on Sunday, June 11, at the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. 
Funds raised help Hospice 
of the Western Reserve 
provide special services in 
local communities includ-
ing pediatric hospice and 
palliative care, the granting 
of patient wishes through 
the “Moments to Remem-
ber” program, grief support 
camps for children, art and 
music therapy and much 
more. The event is open 
to anyone in the commu-
nity wishing to honor the 
memory of a loved one or 
a caregiver; they need not 
have received hospice care. 
Thousands of walkers will 
come together to celebrate 
life while paying tribute to 
their loved ones. Regis-
tration is open online at 
hospicewr.org/walk, or by 
contacting Bridget Murphy 
at 216-383-3715, or bmur-
phy@hospicewr.org.

Registration will open 
at 7:30 a.m., with the open-
ing ceremony beginning at 
8:45 a.m. The Walk will begin 
at 9 a.m. (Choose from 1 
mile and 3 mile options.) 
A closing ceremony will be 

held from 9:30 to 11 a.m., 
featuring food, fun and fes-
tivities at the Palava Pavil-
ion. Registration is $12 for 
children, $25 for adults and 
$65 for family (includes two 
adults and three children 
ages 4-12; children 3 and 
under are free). It includes 
all-day admission to the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
and Rainforest, T-shirt, live 
musical entertainment and 
much more.

“We are grateful for 
the tremendous support 
we receive from our local 
communities,” said West-
lake resident and Hospice 
of the Western Reserve 
volunteer Ann Kalt. “Walk 
to Remember is such an 
inspirational experience. 
There are frequently mul-
tiple generations within 
families coming together 
to walk in memory of 
their loved ones. After the 
Walk, families are free to 
stay and enjoy the rest of 
the day exploring the Zoo 
and Rainforest.” Kalt said 
she became a volunteer to 
“pay it forward” and help 
support other hospice 
families. Her mother-in-
law received care at Ames 
Family Hospice House and 
her father also received 
hospice care from the 
nonprofit agency several 
years ago.

New this year, for every 
$100 raised or donated to 
Walk to Remember, one of 
eight adorable “Comfort 
Buddies” will be given to 

a Hospice of the Western 
Reserve patient. Comfort 
Buddies provide reassur-
ance and meaning to a 
variety of patients, from 
young children to those 
with memory impair-
ment. The soft, plush 
animals improve patient 
experience by reducing 
agitation and restlessness 
and providing an overall 
sense of wellbeing. Each 
Comfort Buddy is infused 
with a calming lavender 
scent. The adorable stuffed 
animals are weighted to 
provide a sense of secu-
rity and to reduce fall risks 
when placed on the lap of 
a patient. Comfort Bud-
dies can also be heated in 
the microwave to provide 
additional warmth and 
coziness. While donors 
will not receive an actual 
Comfort Buddy, clinical 
caregivers will be person-
ally presenting them to 
Hospice of the Western 
Reserve patients and their 
families.

Once again this year, 
walkers and donors will 
be able to purchase and 
sell Honor Signs for $250. 
Honor Signs will be placed 
along the walk route to 
commemorate loved 
ones and can be taken 
home after the walk by 
family members. Walk to 
Remember sponsorship 
opportunities are also still 
available at all levels. For 
more information, contact 
Bridget Murphy. 

Walk to Remember provides meaningful 
way to celebrate loved ones

Registration is now open for Hospice of Western Reserve’s 2017 Walk to 
Remember, June 11 at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.

An example of pallet wood being transformed.

A bench made from an old bed headboard 
and pallet wood on the Fuller House porch.
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by KAY LAUGHLIN

Five of Luman Oviatt’s 
children migrated to Ohio 
from Connecticut. Histo-

ry tells us his daughters, Rhoda 
(married to Julius Humphrey) 
and Harriett (married to Wash-
ington Bigelow), migrated to 
Richfield. Luman’s son Marcus 
Oviatt had two children born 
in Ohio, Aaron Oviatt married 
Electa Brown and purchased 
123 acres around Copley, while 
Moses Oviatt purchased 150 
acres in Lot #20 in the Blake 
Tract of Parma Township and 
married Electa Spafford. 

Luman’s son Nelson and 
his wife, Melinda, traveled with 
their son, Luther, to Parma in 
1821. Emily (born in 1822) and 
Louisa (1823), their daughters, 
were born in Parma Township. 
We know Nelson was in Dover 
Township in 1825 because the 
next child, Mary, was born in 
Dover as was Caroline, Dudley 
and Laura. 

In 1832, Nelson and Melin-
da’s sixth child was Dudley 
Luman. Dudley married Almira 
Abigail Phinney of Avon. Besides 
being a successful farmer, Dudley 
joined his father in the lumber 
business, The Oviatt Manufac-
turing Company. At first they just 
cut raw lumber, but soon saw 
advantages in cutting wood for 
fruit baskets. In 1860, they con-
tinued to operate the sawmill 
north of the Oviatt bridge over 
Cahoon Creek, while abandon-
ing the gristmill and erecting a 

new steam sawmill and basket 
factory where the gristmill used 
to be.

With the influx of Germans 
and gardens yielding abundant 
crops of fresh vegetables, farmers 
began selling much of what they 
produced at the West Side Market 
on West 25th Street. Their pro-
duce went to market in all sizes of 
wooden baskets. They made bas-
kets that ranged from pint, quart, 
peck, half bushel, bushel, pony 
and keg. If we add the grape pro-
duction, we surmise the misters 
Oviatt found their basket factory 
most successful.

Nelson died in 1870. He and 
Melinda are buried in Fairview 
Cemetery, in Richfield. With 
Dudley getting older, Clarence 
Melville Oviatt, Dudley’s son, 

took over the reins and became 
owner and operator of the mill. 
Dudley and Almira retired to 
their home at 13230 Detroit Ave. 
in Lakewood. Almira died in 
1917, Dudley in 1923. They are 
buried in Riverside Cemetery in 
Cleveland.

The Oviatt Manufacturing 
Company meeting room, being 
the biggest room in the area for 
a gathering, became the civics 
meeting room for the township. 
Many important decisions were 
made in this building over the 
years, including the decision to 
separate from the rest of Dover 
Township and become the Village 
of Bay.

George and Clarence Oviatt 
are shown on a 1910 map owning 
property on Cahoon and Dover 
Center roads. Clarence, howev-
er, has sold the land next to the 
tracks from Dover Center to the 
creek to the Zipp family. Next, he 
sold the property by the bridge, 
which contained the sawmill, to 
Hugh and Russell Pease. Clarence 
moved to Memphis, Tennessee, 
but kept his land along Cahoon 
Road.

The Pease brothers contin-
ued operating the basket factory 
as baskets were still needed 
for the grape and fruit farmers’ 
large production. In 1914, the 
Peases sold their property to 
Zipp Manufacturing Company 
and built the present Farm 
Bureau building (Landmark) 
just south of the railroad tracks 
on the east side of Dover Center 

Road. (Later, the Pease family 
went into the funeral business 
and became the Pease/Jenkins 
Funeral Home.)

I remember an Oviatt 
house on Cahoon Road. I don’t 
remember any of the manufac-
turing company buildings on 
that property when I was grow-
ing up in the 1940s. Zipps, how-
ever, was there and still making 
their syrups. The Zipp family 
built a house at 602 Dover 
Center Road in front of the fac-
tory. The field where the manu-
facturing company was located 
became a great baseball field for 
the neighborhood kids. Today, 
this area is Dover Commons 
and Cahoon Ledges and, across 
the street, the Convenient store 
and the Village Project. 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

The Oviatt Manufacturing Company, Part II    

Turn of the century workers at The Oviatt Manufacturing Company stand near logs that have 
been cut for the mill. Notice the roof says C.M. Oviatt Manufacturing Co. Baskets and Fruit 
Packages. 

Almira Phinney Oviatt, wife 
of Dudley Luman Oviatt

Dudley Luman Oviatt joined 
his father’s lumber business, 
The Oviatt Manufacturing 
Company, in the mid-1800s.

Young workers at the Oviatt basket factory posing with piles of the pint-sized wood baskets.

A portion of an 1852 map 
showing Nelson Oviatt’s 
property.

You too can help
The Observer offers you a UNIQUE opportunity to reach 

customers on a more personal and POSITIVE level, and to 
become part of this COMMUNITY project by participating 

as an advertising partner. Call us today for great rates 
at 440-409-0114 or email staff@wbvobserver.com 

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers who keep us humming along!
The Observer is offered free to the community thanks 

to the civic-minded businesses and organizations 
that support the project through advertising 

and distribution.
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News of the community, 
by the community, 
for the community.

COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

POWER WASHING COMPANY

Call Now to SChedule: 

2 1 6 - 2 6 7 - W A S H  ( 9 2 7 4 )

•exterior home  
   washing
•driveway & 
   concrete washing
•Roof cleaning

•Fence & deck 
    cleaning
•Brick cleaning 
•Shed & gazebo 
    cleaning

NORTHEAST OHIO’S
LEADING POWER 
WASH COMPANY

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
Client approval required ©2017 WBVO

600+  BEERS
1200+ WINES 

(10% Disc On Case)

Free Home Deliveries 
(Over $200 in Wines & Beers)

Wine Tasting Every Friday 
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Store Hours: 
Mon. to Sat.- 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.       

Sun. - 11 a.m. to 6p.m. 

Ross Wine & Liquor
27313 Wolf Road, Bay Village

440-892-4726

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

April 3-8, see hours below
WESTLAKE COMPUTER ROUND-UP
Drop off your unwanted CPUs, monitors, 
peripherals, printers, software, inkjet cartridges, 
cell phones and accessories. Also accepted are 
stereo equipment, microwaves and cameras. Hours: 
April 3-7, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; April 8, 7:30 a.m.-noon. This 
service is for Westlake residents only (no businesses, 
churches or schools). For more information, call the 
Service Center at 440-835-6432.
Westlake Service Center, 741 Bassett Rd.

Wednesday, April 5, 10 a.m.
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS PROGRAM ON 
REDISTRICTING
The Westlake-North Olmsted and Fairview Park 
Chapters of the League of Women Voters of 
Greater Cleveland will present a program on 
redistricting. The speaker will be Mary Kirtz Van 
Nortwick, co-president of the League of Women 
Voters of Ohio. The public is invited to participate.
North Olmsted Public Library, 27403 Lorain Rd.

Wednesday, April 5, 1-2:30 p.m.
FREE FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH HELP 
SESSION
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society will offer free family history 
research assistance, to the public. Please bring 
pedigree and/or family group sheets to aid the 
volunteers in helping you.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, April 5, 7 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY BAND CONCERT
Kicking off 2017, the Bay Village Community 
Band will be featuring selections of classical style. 
These beautifully composed pieces perfectly 
complement the new life of the spring season! 
Free performance.
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Wednesday, April 5, 7-9 p.m.
OPEN DISCUSSION ON RACE RELATIONS IN 
CLEVELAND
This open discussion features Dan Moulthrop, 
CEO of The City Club of Cleveland, and RA 
Washington, local artist, poet and entrepreneur, 
along with contributors to their new book "A 

Race Anthology: Dispatches and Artifacts From a 
Segregated City."
Tri-C Westshore Campus, 31001 Clemens Rd., 
Westlake

Thursday, April 6, 1:30-3 p.m.
COLORING FOR CALMNESS
Drop in and experience the latest trend in 
relaxation: adult coloring books! Studies show 
coloring can have a calming effect on the adult 
mind and help to promote overall wellness. 
Coloring pages from books designed especially 
for adults as well as colored pencils, markers, 
or crayons will be provided. We'll color to some 
relaxing music. 
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Thursday, April 6, 7-8:30 p.m.
WESTLAKE TOASTMASTERS
Find out how Toastmasters can help you 
overcome your fears of speaking, develop better 
speaking and presentation skills, learn to think 
quickly and clearly on your feet, build strong 
leadership and mentoring skills, and open doors 
in your personal and professional life. Contact: 
Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

April 7-9, see hours below
GREAT CLOSET CLEAN-OUT
Bay Rockets Association is collecting donations to 
support Bay Athletics and Easter Seals. Clothing, 
shoes or fabric items are being collected. Items 
can be in any condition and all items will be 
reused, resold or recycled. Every bag donated 
earns a raffle ticket. Prizes include $50 cash or 
gift cards to local establishments. Tax receipts are 
also available. Drive Up & Drop Off hours: Friday, 
3:30-7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sunday, 
noon-6 p.m.
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.

Monday, April 10, 7-8 p.m.
WEST SHORE ANTIQUE AND HISTORY CLUB 
MEETING
Speaker: Karen Vagarasoto from Timeless 
Treasures will be sharing her 30 years of 
experience collecting and dealing with antiques 

and collectibles.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Tuesday, April 11, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
PERI CHAPTER 91 MEETING
Guest speaker will be Mary Jamba, trustee of the 
Ohio Genealogical Society and past president 
of the Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society. 
She will give an "Introduction to Family History." 
Public sector retirees are welcome to attend the 
meetings. Light refreshments are served.
Fairview Park Branch Library, 21255 Lorain Rd.

Tuesday, April 11, 7 p.m.
WEST SIDE DEMOCRATS MEETING
Rosemary Palmer will discuss the "Cuyahoga 
County Progressive Caucus: Putting the Active 
Back in Activism." If you wish, bring a snack to 
share. Beverages provided. Contact Jeanne at 
440-892-3430.
Western Cuyahoga Lodge, 26145 Center Ridge Rd., 
Westlake

Wednesday, April 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
INSIGHTS FROM A COMPUTER REPAIR 
SPECIALIST
Join NEOPC (Northeast Ohio PC group) to hear 
Arun Singh from Compu360, a computer repair, 
virus removal and maintenance provider in 
Westlake. Arun has seen it all, from viruses to 
worms to all sorts of malware and spyware. 
Hear his tales of systems gone wrong and his 
advice for keeping your device clean and secure. 
Refreshments at 6:30; program follows at 7:00. 
Free and open to all; for additional info, go to 
neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, April 12, 7 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT
A new report shows Ohio leads the nation in 
opioid abuse. Cuyahoga County had over 500 
deaths last year. In the Bay Village area alone 
we have lost 15 young people in the last 15 
years because of drug, alcohol or mental health 
issues.  Please join us and help us put an end 
to this growing statistic. Speakers will include 
parents, educators, law enforcement and experts.
Bay High School Auditorium,  29230 Wolf Rd.

Thursday, April 13, 8:30 p.m.
TELESCOPE NIGHT
Join our resident telescope expert, Bill Reed, a 
former docent at Mt. Wilson and leader of classes 
on telescope building, for evenings under the 
stars. We will begin in the planetarium for an 
update on the sky then head out to see the view. 
In case of inclement weather, we’ll do our viewing 
on the planetarium dome! For adults and children 
ages 6+. Fee: $5/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Monday, April 17, 6-7:30 p.m.
WOMEN IN STEM
NASA Supervisory Aerospace Engineer Diana 
Centeno-Gomez will share her story about coming 
to Cleveland from Puerto Rico to work at NASA 
Glenn Research Center. Today she is Deputy Branch 
Chief of Aeronautics and Ground Based Systems in 
the Engineering and Architecture Division.
Tri-C Westshore at Corporate College West, 25425 
Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Tuesday, April 18, 7 p.m.
CREATIVE GARDENING IN CONTAINERS 
Big yards, small yards, no yards, come learn how 
to garden creatively in containers. There is no 
limit to what you can grow; perennials, annuals, 
vegetables or herbs. Join us as the Master 
Gardeners share with you what you need to 
know to get started and successfully garden in 
containers through the seasons. 
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Wednesday, April 19, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
WESTLAKE GARDEN CLUB MEETING
Crocker Park is often recognized for its beautiful 
flowers and landscapes. This oasis of greenery 
is the result of a partnership between Barnes 
Nursery and Crocker Park. Sharon Barnes of 
Barnes Nursery will tell the story of what it takes 
to keep the flowers and landscape pristine and 
growing all season long and share some of the 
gardening trends for 2017. Club business meeting 
begins at 11 a.m.,  lunch at noon, presentation at 
1 p.m. The event is free and guests are welcome. 
For information call 440-665-5463.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
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